
A Guide for 
International Students 
Living in Adelaide



Studying in a new country is both exciting and 
challenging! This guide will help you get the most 
out of your time in Australia; from getting to know 
the lifestyle, fun places to visit, accommodation, 
how to find a casual job and more. 

Our friendly IDP Adelaide Counsellors are 
here to support you on your study journey too. 
If you have questions about life in Australia, 
course/university opportunities or visas, we’re 
here to help. 

Don’t be shy, call, email us or book a 
counselling appointment online. For your 
convenience, virtual appointments are also 
available via Zoom.

Welcome to Adelaide, 
the 20 minute city! 

https://www.idp.com/australia/our-team/adelaide/
https://www.idp.com/australia/book-counselling-appointment
https://www.idp.com/australia/book-counselling-appointment
https://www.idp.com/australia/idp-virtual-counselling


Welcome to Adelaide, the 20 minute city!
Congratulations on your choice to study in Adelaide.
A relaxed lifestyle, an inviting arts and culture scene and world class 
education institutions; you will fall easily under the charm of Adelaide. 
Some highlights include:

• Adelaide is one of the world’s most livable and affordable cities in 
Australia

• A leading education city, with established universities that rank in the top 
2% globally

• Attractive migration opportunities for international students
• South Australia is known as the festival state, and food and wine capital 

of Australia, with many tempting weekend trips at your doorstep
• Convenient transport system with many free services

Best wishes for your studies!
The IDP Adelaide team 



Welcome to Adelaide
Settling in: 
• Accommodation options 

• Student health insurance (OSHC) 

• Banking

Exploring Adelaide
• Public transport

• Explore Adelaide:  Popular day trips

• Explore Adelaide:  Great getaways

• Festivals in Adelaide

• Making new friends 

Working in Australia 
• Working while studying

IDP Adelaide: 
• Our team and services 



Accommodation
Choosing a place to live is an exciting 
part about studying overseas! 
The freedom, cultural experiences 
and friends you will make...

Depending on your lifestyle and 
budget, you will be able to find the 
right place to suit you. It all starts 
with knowing the options...

Prepare 
 
Student Accommodation

Price range: AUD$200-$500 per week

Pros: Live independently in self- contained 
accommodation; have the support of 
other students in the building; enjoy the 
recreational and social events for residents 
& build life skills, No need to worry about 
bills, internet etc – it’s all taken care of for 
you!

Cons: Organise meals if these are not 
already offered 
 
Home Stay

Price range: AUD$250-AUD$350 per week

Pros: Valuable cultural experiences in a local 
host family; available for both short-term 
and long-term; can be relatively affordable; 
receive support and maybe even home-
cooked meals) . Students will be matched 
with hosts, to find a homestay close to your 
university

Cons: Less independence. Curfews might 
apply, sharing a space with a family
 
Living on campus

Price range: AUD$300-AUD$500 per week

Pros: Universities impose strict guidelines 
to create a safe environment; convenient 
and easy to get to class; easy to socialise 
with other students; get the full university or 
college experience 

Cons: Could be more expensive (paying for 
convenience) could be more rules regarding 
social activities, noise levels, guests, and 
usage of shared spaces and equipment/
appliances.

Private Rental

Price range: AUD$150-AUD$400 per week

Pros: Live independently, enjoy your own 
space and freedom with fewer rules; more 
accommodation options to choose from; 
develop independence.

Cons: Arrange furniture and utilities; a 
more significant commitment and extra 
responsibilities

For information on accommodation and 
providers, view our IDP website

https://www.idp.com/global/student-essentials/accommodations/


Overseas Student Health 
Cover (OSHC)
Why do I need Overseas Student Health Cover (OSHC)?
It helps cover you for medical expenses whilst you’re studying in Australia, including:

GP/Doctor or Specialist visits 
(e.g. X-rays and blood tests)

Emergency ambulance 
services 

Hospital visits Some of the cost of 
prescription medicines 

If you have a medical emergency 
If you have a life-threatening medical emergency, go to your nearest public hospital emergency 
department or call 000 (Emergency Services) immediately for help. All public hospitals have a 
24-hour emergency and casualty department, so you will always be able to get help.

If it’s not an emergency, locate your nearest GP by visiting the official website of your 
OSHC provider, book an appointment with a doctor by phone or online. The doctor will 
treat you and determine if you need medicine or need to see a specialist.

Australian Health Care system Getting started with your 
Student Health Cover

Health and safety tipsCommon healthcare words

Learn more about Overseas Student Health Cover in Australia from these commonly 
asked about topics at our website 

https://www.idp.com/australia/oshc-articles/understanding-the-australian-healthcare-system/
https://www.idp.com/australia/oshc-articles/how-to-buy-oshc-cover/
https://www.idp.com/australia/oshc-articles/health-and-safety-tips/
https://www.idp.com/australia/oshc-articles/common-healthcare-words/
https://www.idp.com/australia/student-essentials/oshc/


Banking
One of the most important things to do when you arrive in Australia is to 
open a bank account.  Learn how to do international money transactions, 
paying your bills and manage your everyday expenses.

Tips

Mobile banking is popular 
in Australia, making it 
easy to do online banking 
visa mobile, like paying 
your friends or paying at 
supermarkets or cafes by 
tapping your phone

Common bank words:
BPAY- Popular bill paying 
service allowing you to pay 
bills online

ATM- Automatic teller 
machine - Complete simple 
transactions via this 
machine, without help of a 
banking teller

Direct debits:Transfers money 
from one account to another.  
Can be commonly used for 
paying health insurance 
or any kind of recurring 
payments internationally 
and online. 

Opening a Bank 
Account
Take your passport into the 
bank, as well as your  tax 
identification number from 
your home country (if you 
have one) . 

Often, there are discounts 
available for students, make 
sure you bring student ID and 
letter of enrolment when you 
visit the bank to access these

https://www.commbank.com.au
NAB: https://www.nab.com.au
ANZ: https://www.anz.com.auWestpac: 
https://www.westpac.com.au

Choose an account

1. Everyday Account 
The most common  bank 
account type,  used for day-
to-day expenses.

2.  Savings Account 
This is where you can store 
money that you don’t need to 
use straight away. 

Choose your bank 

Australia offers various 
banks for International 
students to choose from. 

1 2 3 4



It only takes 20 
minutes to walk, cycle 
or travel anywhere! 
With most campuses located in the city, you’ll 
find it easy to get to and from your classes by 
walking, riding your bike or catching the free 
inner-city tram or bus. 

Many city transport services are also 
free, including buses, plus there are also 
free bicycles available to use around the CBD, 
promoting a healthier and greener lifestyle.

Transport:
The 20-minute city

Public Transport
•  

An integrated bus, train, rideshare 
and tram public transportation 
system - Adelaide Metro 

• Discounted tickets for international 
students

• Free buses and trams in Adelaide’s 
city center

• To commute or travel affordably - 
use a MetroCARD

 

Walking and Cycling 
•  

Convenient and safe ways to get 
around 

• Dedicated bike lanes on many city 
and suburban streets

• Plenty of free bicycle parking 
around the city

• Hire a free bike from Adelaide Free 
Bikes

https://adelaidemetro.com.au


Explore Adelaide: 
Great Getaways
Adelaide Hills (1 hr drive from Adelaide)

There are many treasures to explore at Adelaide Hills, enjoy 
beautiful wildlife encounters and dive into cultural experiences. You 
can feed the kangaroos and cuddle a koala at Cleland Wildlife 
Park, pick fresh strawberries from Beerenberg, and take a stroll 
down the main boulevard in Hahndorf, Australia’s oldest surviving 
German settlement.

Wine Regions
Adelaide is famous as the wine capital of Australia and is known as 
one of the nine great wine capitals of the world. Relax and unwind 
as you meander through charming villages and wineries, glass in 
hand.

The Barossa Valley is one of the world’s finest wine regions. It’s 
about one hour from Adelaide, so it’s the perfect weekend getaway 
for a holiday! Pour yourself a glass and treat yourself after a long 
study week.

McLaren Vale is Australia’s most favourite wine region and just a short 40 minutes drive from 
Adelaide CBD. It’s also close to the fabulous coastal scenery of the Fleurieu Peninsula. McLaren 
Vale is a wine lover’s paradise known for its full-flavoured Shiraz and rich Cabernet Sauvignon, 
meanwhile offering all sorts of best dining varieties.



Festivals in 
Adelaide 
Adelaide Festival of Arts
Adelaide is becoming well known for its culture and 
original arts scene and the Festival of Arts is proof 
of this. Known as the Adelaide Festival, the Adelaide 
Festival of Arts is a popular art festival arts held in 
Adelaide city centre and its parklands every year 
since 1960. 

It offers various shows for cultural and intellectual 
enjoyment led by inspirational programming 
directors. 

It brings internationally acclaimed opera, theatre, 
music, dance, classical and contemporary music 
to Adelaide. Held annually in March, the festival 
is recognised as one of the major celebrations of 
creative excellence globally.

Not too mention, there is also the Adelaide writers’ 
festival and Adelaide Fringe that form part of this 
event.  March is a fabulous time to be in Adelaide!

Adelaide Cabaret Festival
Every June, Adelaide Cabaret Festival welcome the 
best emerging and established artists worldwide to 
presents a range of classic and contemporary cabaret 
performances in Adelaide. 

Adelaide Film Festival 
(ADL Film Fest)
ADL Film Fest is an eleven-day premier film festival 
celebrating domestic and international producers and 
to launch film projects  in Australia as well as open the 
doors to launch their film for worldwide success as well.



Explore Adelaide: 
Quality Lifestyle
There are lots of stunning travel destinations and hidden gems in 
South Australia. You can swim with dolphins, climb ancient mountain 
peaks, feed kangaroos, drink the world’s finest wine, and much more!

Adelaide Riverbank
The most iconic attraction in Adelaide, offering panoramic views 
across the River Torrens and its surrounding parks. It encompasses 
many of South Australia’s most significant landmarks including 
the Adelaide Oval, Adelaide Zoo, Adelaide Festival Theatre, 
and Adelaide Casino. It hosts world-class arts and cultural events 
and heart-pumping sporting events every year.

Adelaide Park Lands
It is known as the city’s backyard with over 760 hectares. A perfect 
spot to enjoy a healthy and balanced lifestyle through exploration, 
recreation, and relaxation. An oasis equipped with extensive 
sporting and barbeque facilities for you to chill out and enjoy 
quality time with your loved ones

North Terrace 
Strolling along Adelaide’s cultural boulevard, you will get a chance 
to discover fine exhibitions at the Art Gallery of South Australia 
and the State Library of South Australia, as well as learn about the 
rich heritage of statues and war memorials back in earlier times in 
Australia. 

Beaches and Coastline 
You’d love exploring the spectacular beaches and coastline at south 
Adelaide, especially the best sunset spot, Glenelg. Or take a scenic 
coastal road trip to discover Fleurieu Peninsula’s charm. It offers 
some of South Australia’s fascinating coastal, scenic and culinary 
experiences.



Being in a new city, away from your family and friends, you will want 
to meet like-minded people. Follow our tips for socialising and you 
will be surprised in how making friends is easier than expected!
• Sharing accommodation is a great way to make friends. In student accommodation, you’ll often be 

living with students who study nearby or even at the same institution.

• Student clubs - Many institutions have their own clubs or societies. You can find clubs with specific 
interests like Harry Potter, badminton, Mahjong, debating, beauty, getting fit and many more

• Meetup.com and Eventbrite.com.au make it easy to find people who share the same interests/
hobbies. It’s fun to keep up your hobbies in your new city, and even better to find friends to share the 
experience with.

• Volunteer in the community: The volunteer organizations always need more help and it’s a great way 
to meet other like minded people. Go volunteer is also a popular platform for finding volunteer work.

• Get tips from student groups on Facebook:  Some popular ones are the ISA groups – 
       International Student Australia, and  Study in Australia (Government Facebook page) 

Making new friends

https://govolunteer.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1585126221728777
https://www.facebook.com/StudyAUOfficial


Working while 
studying 
 

As an international student on a 
student visa, you’re able to work 
20 hrs a week in Australia. Casual 
employment while studying is a good 
way to learn about Australian culture 
and meet people.  

It helps to build a network 
outside of your uni friends, develop 
communication and life skills, as well 
as earn extra money. 

Be mindful if you have any 
work restriction on your visa 
and ensure to check your visa 
conditions. 

• Generally, students have condition 
8104 on their visa where you can work 
up to 40 hours per fortnight when your 
course or study or training is in session. 

• If you are studying a Masters by 
Research or a Doctorate degree and 
you have started your course, you can 
work unlimited hours.

• If you are a member of the family unit 
of a primary student visa holder, you 
must not work in Australia until they 
have started their course.

• You must not work in Australia before 
your course of study commences. 

• Looking for a job in a new country can 
feel daunting,  but don’t hesitate to 
drop your resume and ask.

• The hospitality industry is a great 
place to start and many popular 
venues will welcome international 
students.  Don’t be afraid to drop your 
resume or ask directly at shops and 
restaurants.

• You can also use popular online job 
search websites like Seek, Jora or 
Career One. 

For more valuable advice on working in 
Melbourne or in Australia, check out the 
vv

https://www.seek.com.au/
https://au.jora.com/;
https://www.careerone.com.au/


If you have questions about how to 
navigate through all that’s happening in 
Australia, course opportunities or visas, 
speak to us.

Call, email us or book a counselling 
appointment online. 

For your convenience, virtual appointments 
are also available via Zoom.

373 Lonsdale Street
16 Grenfell Street Adelaide, SA 5000

(08) 8205 1100
info.adelaide@idp.com

IDP Education services 
for international 
students 
IDP Education offers a full suite of 
services for study in Australia, as well 
as English language testing (IELTS) 
and visa advice. We support you with 
essential services you’ll need while 
living abroad, like medical insurance, 
accommodation and banking.

IDP is a lively network of students, 
alumni and employers, buzzing 
across Australia. When you arrive, 
we’ll connect you with other IDP 
students through welcome events 
and help you settle in.

https://adelaidemetro.com.au
https://adelaidemetro.com.au
https://adelaidemetro.com.au
https://www.idp.com/australia/idp-virtual-counselling

