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IDP Education has been fulfilling dreams of study abroad aspirants since 1969 by providing student placement in the 

most sought-after countries – Australia, Canada, USA, UK, New Zealand, and Ireland. In India, we had set up 

operations in 1995, and our impartial counselling and professional services have helped us serve thousands of 

students, each with their own success story to share.

We partner with more than 800 world-class universities and institutions and have already helped more than half a 

million students study in their dream country. We are also a proud co-owner of IELTS, the world’s leading English 

language proficiency test. IELTS is recognised across the globe by over 11000 universities, colleges, and professional 

associations for work and study. Over 3 million people appear for IELTS each year.

Our counsellors are experienced and trained to provide you with end-to-end knowledge about studying and living in 

your dream destination – the UK. Our forte lies in the efficient processing of your admission application and student 

visa processing. We understand the importance of guiding you while choosing the right course to study in the UK. You 

can trust our experience and expertise in this life decision. 

We are proud of our success built on the individualised service we provide. That is why we have very high customer 

satisfaction and are recommended by 9 out of 10 students.

We hope you enjoy reading this information guide and enjoy your experience with us. My team and I are grateful for the 

opportunity to assist you. We wish you every success as you prepare for your lifelong learning experience in the UK.

Most Sincerely

Piyush Kumar

Regional Director

(South Asia)
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The United Kingdom (UK) is home to some of 

the world’s oldest universities and colleges 

having their roots in the 12th and 13th 

centuries. Coming from such strong legacy, 

education in the UK has become a benchmark 

for other countries.

Why study in the UK

Here are the top six reasons why studying in 

the UK is so popular with Indian students:

1. Academic excellence

Universities in the UK have the best 

academic standards in the world. In fact, 

four out of the top 10 universities in the world 

are from the UK [QS World Ranking 2022] 

including the likes of Oxford and Cambridge. 

When studying in the UK, you will find that 

practical and utility-based knowledge is 

preferred over text-book learning. This will 

enable you to acquire critical thinking and 

analytical skills along with creative ability 

in your chosen discipline.

2. Quality education

The Quality Assurance Agency (QAA) is an 

independent body in the UK that regularly 

assesses the education standards of all 

universities and colleges in the country. 

Besides checking their performances through 

audits and subject reviews, it helps identify
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the best education practices and sends 

feedback for improvisation. These research 

standards are also examined by the UK higher 

education funding bodies, who publish their 

findings at regular intervals. This ensures all 

students have access to the best quality of 

learning, research and teaching irrespective of 

the course they choose to pursue.

3. Shorter duration of courses

Courses in the UK education system are shorter 

and more intensive than many other countries, 

which means you’ll graduate sooner, and 

without compromising on quality. While you 

can complete an undergraduate program in 

three years, you’ll be able to finish a graduate 

program in just one year. This not only saves 

your time, but also a chunk of money spent on 

tuition fees and living costs.

4. Work while you learn

To manage your everyday living expenses 

along with your studies, you can work part-

time for up to 20 hours a week during term time. 

You can even work full-time during your 

semester break. This will help you pay for your 

bills as well as gain industry experience in your 

own field of study.

5. Explore Europe while studying

The UK is well connected to major European 

countries like France, Netherlands, and Belgium, 

being the closest at distances ranging from 300 

– 1,000 miles. With the airport being functional 

24 hours, you can explore different places while 

studying in the country.

6. Health benefits for students

As an internationals student, you’ll have access 

to free medical treatment while studying in the 

UK through the National Health Service (NHS).

In order to avail this benefit, you will have to 

pay a small International Health Surcharge 

(IHS). Your IDP counsellor can advise you about 

this detail.

Gain a world-class qualification 

Build a great career 

Experience rich culture and traditions 

Adapt to a multi-cultural society 

Be part of the oldest histories of academic excellence 

Learn with updated and well organised course curriculum 

Learn new languages and share cultures 

Gain knowledge and independence by studying away from home

Access to college libraries and data archives 

Extensive research resources 

Workshops equipped with state-of-the-art equipments 

Fantastic sports facilities 

Experienced personal tutors and professional support services 

Leading thinkers, practitioners, academics and researchers 

Music rooms, film and drama studios, animation suites and 

other creative facilities 

A safe and stimulating environment 

UK Higher Education Helps You... 

UK Higher Education provides You... 
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The United Kingdom (UK) is reputed for its excellent 

quality of education, interactive teaching 

methodology, top ranking universities and great 

student satisfaction. Universities in the UK 

consistently rank in the world university rankings 

such as the QS World Rankings, Times Higher 

Education Ranking, and Academic Ranking of World 

Universities. Further, degrees earned from the 

country are globally recognised and preferred by 

employers all over the world.

Standing at the zenith of research and 

development, the UK offers students vast scope to 

build critical and analytical thinking. Here’s an 

overview of the education system in the UK.

How does the UK education system work?

The responsibility of education in the UK is delegated to 

four jurisdictions - England, Northern Ireland, Wales and 

Scotland. All of these regions have different forms of 

education systems, qualifications and individual 

laws/regulations. The major differences can be found in 

general and secondary education resulting in each 

region having its own credit frameworks and 

qualifications.

Education system in the UK



Study levels

The education system in the UK consists of four stages:

    Primary education

    Secondary education

    Further education

    Higher education

Qualifications framework

A qualification frameworks is a principal national 

reference point that maintains academic standards in the 

higher education sector in any country. Two parallel 

frameworks run for higher education qualifications of UK 

degree-awarding bodies: 

 The Framework for Higher Education Qualifications of 

Degree Awarding Bodies in England, Wales and 

Northern Ireland (FHEQ)

 The Framework for Qualifications of Higher Education 

Institutions in Scotland (FQHEIS)

Around 160 universities and colleges are allowed to award 

degrees in the UK.

Quality Assurance System

The unique factor of education system in the UK is its 

Quality Assurance Agency (QAA). It is an independent 

body that assesses and compares universities and 

colleges in the country through regular audits and 

reviews. It also identifies the best education practices and 

provides feedback for areas of improvement. This ensures 

that the students have access to the best quality of 

education.

All review reports are public, and can be accessed on the 

QAA website. However, do note that private institutions 

are not subjected to assessment by QAA.

Higher education

Higher education in the UK mostly comprises Bachelor’s, 

Master’s and doctoral degrees. As an international 

student, you may also transition to university level studies 

via pathway programs that generally include English 

language courses and foundation courses.

Undergraduate courses

Undergraduate courses are designed to help students get 

exposure to a whole new world after school whilst 

providing a thorough understanding of a subject of 

interest. The UK offers a variety of courses in humanities, 

social science, art, design, business, technology, science 

and more!

Here’s an overview of the types of undergraduate courses 

offered in the UK:

Program 

Higher National Certificate 
(HNC) or Diploma (HND)

Certificates or Diplomas 
of Higher Education 

(Cert HE/Dip HE)

Foundation degrees 
(Fd A/Fd Sc)

Degrees (such as 
BA, B.Sc, B.Eng)

Sandwich degrees

Integrated courses (where 
Master’s is awarded as the 
first degree such as M.Eng)

Duration

1 to 2 years

1 to 2 years

6 months 
to 2 years

3 years in England, 
Wales and 

Northern Ireland

4 years with a 
year in industry

4 years
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Postgraduate studies

Postgraduate courses are more specific and involve in-

depth study. Most Master’s degrees have duration of one 

year, which means you can be back in the workforce 

faster than your counterparts pursuing Master’s in other 

countries. There is a plethora of courses to choose from 

including niche courses that are highly valued in the 

industry.

Here’s an overview of the types of postgraduate courses 

offered in the UK:

Pathway programs

These are preparatory courses for seeking admission into 

universities through English language learning programs 

or foundation-level courses. Pathway programs can help 

enter university-level studies in the country and help 

strengthen your language skills as well. These are offered 

by both universities and private institutions to help 

students who need extra assistance with English 

language to gain admission.

Fee structure

Your expenditure on tuition fee in the UK 

depends on two factors:

 where you choose to study – different rules and laws 

apply in England, Northern Ireland, Wales and 

Scotland

 your study level – Bachelor’s, Master’s or doctorate 

Tuition fee for undergraduate students range from £10,000 

a year to about £18,000 a year, depending on the course 

and institution. Fee for postgraduate courses vary based 

on the program, course duration and the course provider.  

Financial aid

Students who enroll for a course in the UK can get support 

in the form of scholarships, bursaries, grants, fellowships, 

and financial awards. These may be funded by the 

government, public/private organisations or institutions. 

Since a lot of students apply to these scholarships, we 

recommended you to apply in advance to beat 

competition and keep aware of the deadline to apply. 

Pedagogy in British classrooms

The UK has a high reputation for its education, which is 

mostly the reason why so many Indian students come here 

to pursue higher studies. The best part about studying in 

the UK is the way education is imparted – it goes beyond 

textbook learning. You’ll be engaged in various activities 

such as workshops, seminars, tutorials and conferences at 

all times.

Teachers will expect you to be interactive in the classroom 

which will involve regular participation in group 

discussions, quizzes and debates. You’ll also be required to 

learn to work independently. If you see, education in the 

UK will eventually enhance your communication skills and 

help you build critical thought-process, creativity and 

analytical skills. This may be a little challenging initially 

but you’ll get the hang of it with constant support from 

your teachers and classmates.

Program 

Postgraduate certificates and 
diploma (PG Cert/PG Dip)

Taught Masters (such as MA, 
M.Sc., LLM, MBA, MRes)

Research Masters 
(such as MPhil, PhD, DPhil)

Duration

9 to 12 months

1 year

2-3 years
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Academic year

The standard academic year in the UK begins 

around the month of September - October. The 

deadline for applications for courses commencing in 

September is generally in the preceding January of 

that year. Two other intakes available for programs 

in the UK are January and April, which are usually 

smaller than the September intake. Pathway 

programs may have additional dates to offer. 

Always check for the intakes available for your 

course of preference. 

Know all about the intakes 

available in the UK

Unlike a single intake in Indian universities, 

colleges and universities in the UK offer two 

main intakes. In some universities, intakes 

may also be referred to as a semester.

    Autumn Intake: September to October

    Spring Intake: January to February

There is a third intake also available in some 

universities, called the Summer intake (June to 

August) and is available for specific programs 

only.

Popular programs

    Physiotherapy

    Law

    Actuarial Science

    Sports Management

    Medicine & Surgery

    Computer Science

    Engineering

Which intake to opt for?

It can get a bit confusing to choose the intake 

that’s best for you. Consider factors like the 

availability of your preferred program, your 

academic records, entrance test scores, 

acceptance rates, job opportunities and your 

readiness to join the program whilst making a 

decision.

While most Indian students prefer the 

September intake, January and April intakes 

are equally good for certain programs. We 

suggest, if you do not have your score cards 

ready, it’s better to skip the haste and apply 

for the next intake. 

All UG course applications are regulated by 

UCAS (UK based Universities and Colleges 

Admissions Service).

What are the upcoming intakes in UK?

11



Know which exams to give if you’re applying to  

UK universities

With 18 of its universities ranked in the global top 100 by 

the QS World University Rankings 2021, the UK is a popular 

choice for international studies by most students across 

the world. While the country offers a great cultural 

experience, international exposure and world-class 

degrees, you may need to take some standardised tests to 

fulfil your university application. 

English language proficiency tests 

Given that you are aiming to study in a country where 

English is a primary language, the first step is to score 

high in an English language proficiency test such as IELTS 

(International English Language Testing System). Being 

the world’s most popular high-stakes English language 

proficiency test, IELTS is recognised by more than 11,000 

organisations globally, including educational institutions, 

professional associations, employers, and governments of 

more than 140 countries. 

For a successful application, you’ll require a minimum 

band of 6, while the top UK universities may ask for a 

band over 6.5, with no band less than 6 in all four 

modules. This requirement is subjective to the institution of 

your choice, so do check it properly beforehand. 

Academic exams required to study in the UK

1. For graduate business programs and other post-

graduate courses:

 GMAT (Graduate Management Admission Test): GMAT 

is accepted in most UK universities as it helps gauge 

the general knowledge of a student in respect to the 

subjects such as Algebra, Arithmetic, Geometry, 

Grammar, etc. It is a mandatory test for all graduate 

business programs

 GRE (Graduate Record Examination): It’s a 

standardised test taken by applicants applying for a 

graduate degree program in UK universities 

However, some courses may require you to take some 

specific tests, such as:

2. For law aspirants

 Cambridge Law Test: It’s a paper-based test that 

judges your critical thinking abilities as a law aspirant

 The National Admissions Test for Law (LNAT): It is a 

test that judges your overall skills including reasoning, 

interpretation of information, analysing and coming to 

conclusions relating to any situation. However, it does 

not require you to have prior knowledge of law as a 

subject 

3. For Mathematics students

  Mathematics Admissions Test (MAT): It’s a graded 

paper-based Mathematics test conducted together by 

two of the most reputed British universities – Oxford 

and Cambridge. You may have to take this test if you 

are aiming to apply for an undergraduate degree 

course in Mathematics or Computer Science

  Sixth Term Examination Paper (STEP):  This STEP test is 

for the University of Cambridge and the University of 

Warwick. As a test taker, it tests your knowledge of 

standard undergraduate Mathematics subjects.

4. For medical aspirants 

 Biomedical Admissions Test (BMAT): If you aim to 

apply for a course in Medicine, Biomedical Science and 

Dentistry 

 The Graduate Medical School Admissions Test 

(GAMSAT): This test is developed by the Australian 

Council for Education Research (ACER) and the

Entrance exams for studying in the UK
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 Consortium of Graduate Medical Schools to select elite 

candidates. You’ll take this if you aim to apply for a 

medical graduate course in the UK

 Health Professions Admission Test (HPAT): It’s required 

if you want to study and become a healthcare 

professional

 UK Clinical Aptitude Test (UKCAT): There are 

universities in the UK that require you to appear for this 

test if you want to enrol for medical or dental degree 

programs

Some UK universities ask for these tests as a part of their 

application process. Though most course-related 

admission tests are conducted between August and 

November for UK universities, do check their deadlines as 

it varies with the course. We suggest you connect with 

your IDP counsellor who can guide you step-by-step and 

help you understand how to move forward with the 

application process.

Here are some popular government scholarship programs 

you can apply to study in the UK as an Indian student: 

 Chevening Scholarship

 Commonwealth Scholarship and Fellowship

 GREAT Scholarships

 Charles Wallace India Trust Scholarships (CWIT)

 Scotland Saltire Scholarships

What is the criteria for applying to scholarships to 

study in the UK for Indian students?

The most important criterion for most scholarships 

is a good academic score, however, it also depends 

on factors such as your chosen destination, subject 

and level. In some scholarships, factors like 

extracurricular activities, and volunteering can also 

be used to advantage. Keep in mind that every 

scholarship has its eligibility criteria. While in some, 

a mere application may suffice, for others you may 

have to fulfil several other conditions. For instance, 

in research-centric programs, you may have to 

submit written assignments. Do not hesitate to 

contact the university admission centre if you have 

any doubts.

What amount of money is available through scholarships?

The amount of money available and the type of award 

varies between institutions. Certain research programs 

may provide up to 100% of the tuition fee besides covering 

a part of your living expenditures. You may experience 

higher competition when you apply for government 

scholarships in comparison to the university scholarships. 

So, we suggest you start with the procedure about 8-12 

months before your preferred intake begins. 

https://www.idp.com/india/study-in-uk/scholarships/

Scholarships to study in the UK
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Students holding a Tier 4 (general) or a Tier 4 (child) visa 

can work up to 20 hours a week during their studies and 

full-time during holidays if they:

 are studying at a publicly-funded higher education 

institution 

 are studying a short-term study abroad program with 

an overseas higher education institution

 are over 16

 are studying a course at NQF level 6 (degree level) and 

above

Refer the UK Council for International Student Affairs 

(UKCISA) for more information. 

It is important to note that you must not breach your 

immigration conditions as it is against the law in the UK. 

You cannot work if your passport sticker or identity card 

says ‘No Work’ or ‘Work Prohibited’. Breaching the law in 

the UK can have disastrous consequences including 

deportation.

How to find part-time jobs in the UK?

 The best way to find a job on-campus is to stay 

connected with your university’s placement or career 

centre. They regularly update their notice board.

 On-campus work opportunities include administrative 

jobs, at the cafeteria or as teaching assistant.

 For off-campus jobs, look for vacancies online on 

portals like StudentJob, Employment 4 Student, 

Careers Group London, etc.

 Look out for jobs in hospitality and retail industry, they 

are usually available in abundance.

 You can also work as a tutor if you are a student with 

any existing qualification or expertise.

Graduate International Route (GIR) allows you 

to stay and work in UK after completion of your 

degree. The duration of the post-study work 

visa is as per below table :

Bachelor’s Degree 2 Years

Master’s Degree 2 Years

Ph.D. Graduates 3 Years

Course Stay Back Option

Job opportunities for international 
students in the UK
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 Aberystwyth University

 Anglia Ruskin University

 Aston University

 Bangor University

 Birkbeck, University of London

 Birmingham City University

 Brunel University

 Cardiff Metropolitan University

 Cardiff University

 City, University of London

 Coventry University

 Cranfield University

 De Montfort University

 Durham University

 Edinburgh Napier University

 Glasgow Caledonian University

 Goldsmiths, University of London

 Heriot-Watt University

 Keele University

 King's College London

 Kingston University London

 Lancaster University

 Leeds Beckett University

 Liverpool John Moores University

 London Metropolitan University

 Loughborough University

 Manchester Metropolitan 

University

 Middlesex University

 Newcastle University

 Northumbria University

 Nottingham Trent University

 Oxford Brookes University

 Queen Mary University of London

 Queen's University Belfast

 Regent's University London

 Robert Gordon University

 Royal Holloway, University of 

London

 Sheffield Hallam University

 SOAS University of London

 Staffordshire University

 Swansea University

 Teesside University

 The Glasgow School of Art

 Ulster University

 University of Aberdeen

 University of Bath

 University of Birmingham

 University of Bradford

 University of Brighton

 University of Bristol

 University of Buckingham

 University of Central Lancashire

 University of Chester

 University of Derby

 University of Dundee

 University of East Anglia

 University of East London

 University of Essex

 University of Exeter

 University of Glasgow

 University of Gloucestershire

 University of Greenwich

 University of Hertfordshire

 University of Huddersfield

 University of Hull

 University of Kent

 University of Leeds

 University of Leicester

 University of Lincoln

 University of Liverpool

 University of Manchester

 University of Nottingham

 University of Plymouth

 University of Portsmouth

 University of Reading

 University of Roehampton

 University of Salford

 University of Sheffield

 University of South Wales

 University of Southampton

 University of Stirling

 University of Strathclyde

 University of Sunderland

 University of Surrey

 University of Sussex

 University of the West of England

 University of Warwick

 University of Westminster

 University of Wolverhampton

 University of York

IDP Partner Institutions in the UK
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English Language School 

Bell Education

British Study Centres

Embassy CES

Exeter Academy

The English Language Centre, Bristol

Language Specialists International

Language Studies International

LILA

Leeds English Language School

ILS English

International House

Wimbledon School of English 

University Colleges and Colleges of Higher Education

University Colleges and Colleges of Higher Education are small to medium-sized 

institutions, often with a narrower range of academic disciplines than universities. 

Many are notable for their small campuses with a distinct sense of community. 

They often have only a few postgraduate degree courses with relatively small numbers of 

Master’s and doctoral students. More importantly, the degree they award will not be 

their own, but will be validated by a university and taught by the college. 

Specialist Higher Education Colleges 

A number of higher education institutions are highly specialised in the courses they 

provide in a small range of subject areas. These include specialist agricultural colleges 

and those that focus on the creative or performing arts. 

Colleges of Further and Higher Education 

Most vocational courses are taught at colleges of further education and most large 

towns will have at least one further education college. There are over 300 such colleges in 

the UK and it is very rare for such colleges to provide postgraduate courses. 

INTO

Kaplan International

Navitas

ONCAMPUS

Oxford International Education Group 

QA Education

Study Group 

Private Pathway ProviderEnglish Language School

Different types of Universities
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Living in the UK is an experience of a lifetime. It is very 

easy to travel in the UK, with the widespread and 

affordable public transport system. When in the UK, 

you must get out and experience British culture, from 

London's political and cultural sights to Shakespeare's 

hometown in Stratford-upon-Avon. Scotland's dramatic 

coastline and the beauty of Wales and Northern 

Ireland must be explored alongside visiting numerous 

museums. exhibitions, art galleries and music concerts. 

If you are a sports fan you can even enjoy a premier 

league match or a cricket showdown between the 

world's best team players. 

Student Expenses 

As always, costs can vary depending on which part of 

the country you are planning to study in and your 

lifestyle choices. 

Tuition fees vary across courses and universities and 

the fee range is quite extensive from GBP 8,000 to over 

GBP 30,000 per year. 

Additionally you will need to budget for living 

expenses inclusive of food, local travel, utilities, study 

materials, entertainment and the like. Accommodation 

costs will depend on type of accommodation and 

location of residence. 

Living in the UK
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The application process varies for admission 

to undergraduate and postgraduate courses in 

the UK. 

Undergraduate Application Process 

For admissions to undergraduate courses in 

the UK, you need to apply through the 

Universities and Colleges Admissions Service 

(UCAS). This is a central online application 

service for undergraduate courses offered 

across universities and colleges in the UK. You 

have to ensure that you meet the application 

deadline. UCAS forwards your application to 

the chosen universities and you can track your 

application online. 

Postgraduate Application Process 

Each university has its own admission system 

and you will need to apply separately to each 

Application form 

Application fee 

Transcripts (as applicable) 

 • Year 10 

 • Year 12 

 • Bachelor’s degree 

 • Master’s degree 

 • Diploma Certificate (relevant) 

Test scores (as applicable) 

 • TOEFL 

 • IELTS 

 • GMAT 

University Application Process 

University Application Checklist

Visa Application Process

university. All universities have their own 

official application form that you will need to 

complete and sign. Some universities deal with 

applications centrally for the whole university, 

while others deal with applications in the 

faculty or department that you are applying 

to. Some universities have application forms 

on their website which you can download, 

complete and send to the university with your 

application supporting documents, while 

others have the facility for electronic 

submission of the application. Your IDP 

counsellor has an excellent understanding of 

all university application processes and will 

advise you on what needs to be done. 

In order to enter the UK to study, you need to apply for an 

adult student visa under the points-based system. 

Step 1: Attain 70 points 

In order to be eligible for a student visa, you must satisfy 

the immigration rules for Student route points-based 

system. This requires that you score assessment points 

against three sets of objective criteria to achieve an 

overall pass of 70 points. Applicants must score points 

based on the Information below: 

 • 50 points-Confirmation of Acceptance for Studies 

 • 10 points-Financial requirement

 • 10 points-English language proficiency 

Step 2: Complete The Visa Application Forms 

You will need to complete the relevant visa forms 

(currently VAF9 and Appendix 8 / 9) and duly sign the 

same. You must ensure that all the relevant sections are 

completed honestly and correctly. All new visa applicants

Letter(s) of recommendation, 

Statement of Purpose, 

CV/Resume (if applicable). 

Research or Scholarly Writing (if 

applicable), 

Portfolio (program specific) 

Talk to your IDP counsellor for a checklist 

of documents applicable to you. 



19

in India will be required to pay for their UK visa online. 

Payment online will need to be made in INR. When you 

have paid your fee online via Visa4UK, you will receive a 

payment confirmation email from WorldPay. You should 

print out this confirmation email and take it with you to 

the visa application centre when you submit the rest of 

your visa application. 

Step 3: Get yourself tested for Tuberculosis 

If you are applying for a student visa for more than 6 

months, you must be tested to show that you do not have 

TB. To book an appointment, you must contact UKVI (UK 

Visa & Immigration) approved clinics. 

Step 4: Schedule an Appointment with VFS 

Once your visa documents are in order and checked by 

your IDP counsellor, you need to schedule an appointment 

at the VFS office. 

Step 5: Submit your Application 

You will need to submit your application in person at the 

VFS office as you need to provide a 10 digit finger scan 

and a digital photograph. Your application will be 

reviewed only after your biometric data is recorded. 

Step 6: Processing of Student Visa Application 

As a general guide you should allow for a minimum of two 

weeks processing time if you have travelled to the UK in 

the last five years. If you are applying for a visa to the UK 

for the first time, it is recommended that you apply at 

least a month in advance. Each visa application is 

assessed on its own merits and you can track your 

application through the VFS website. 



 * Currently, the visa vignette is valid for 90 days due to the pandemic. 
 * Currently, the time period to collect a BRP has been extended to 30 days due to the pandemic. 
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Step 7: Pay For Immigration Health 

Surcharge 

You need to pay a healthcare surcharge (called the 

'immigration health surcharge' or IHS) as part of your 

visa application. The surcharge for students is £470 for 

1 year of the visa. You must make your payment before 

you can complete your visa application. The 

Immigration Health Surcharge payment will be an 

Integrated process as part of the online visa 

application. 

Step 8: Visa Interview 

The UK Border Agency visa staff reserve the right to 

make a decision based on the information and 

documents submitted with the application. Therefore, 

it is essential that you submit all relevant documents 

with your application. If an interview is required, you 

will be offered the first available date for a face to 

face interview at the British High Commission office. 

Step 9: Visa Decision 

Once a decision is made on your application, the UK 

Border Agency will deliver your passport to WS, who 

will then courier the same documents within two to 

three working days to the address provided in your 

application form. Remember that your personal 

counsellor will assist and guide you at every step of 

the UK visa process. You will be granted temporary 

permission to enter the UK on the vignette in your 

passport. The vignette will be valid for travel within 

30 days* from proposed date of travel stated on your 

visa application. If you do not travel to the UK within 

the 30 day period, you will have to apply for a new 

visa. You can come to the UK up to one month before 

your course starts. 

You will be required to collect your BRP (Biometric 

Residence Permit) within 10 days* of your arrival to the 

UK. The BRP will confirm the full length of your visa. 

Step 10: BRP - Biometric Resident Permit 

A Biometric Residence Permit (BRP) is a secure identity 

card which contains personal details and biometric 

information for those who have permission (a visa) to 

come to the UK for more than 6 months. You must 

collect BRP in person from the University or post office. 

You will need: Your original passport; and the decision 

letter you received at the end of the visa application 

process. 
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Visa application forms

Confirmation of Acceptance for Studies (CAS)

Academic documents

IELTS (if applicable)

Work experience documents (if applicable)

Passport

Financial documents

Proof of relationship document

Medical documents 

Talk to your IDP counsellor for a personalised 

checklist of documents applicable to you!

Visa Application 
Checklist



A global leader in international education services

Over 50 years of experience

More than 150 offices in 32 countries

Over 1300 international education experts

More than 800 leading partner institutions

Over half a million students placed worldwide

Proud co-owner of IELTS

Focused on you

We understand that education is not an end in 

itself. Indian students choose education as a 

means to fulfill career, family and life's goals 

and your IDP counsellor is committed to 

partnering with you to help you make the right 

education choices to reach those goals. Your 

counsellor is bilingual not only in language, 

but in culture, bridging the language and 

customs of universities and the local language 

and customs of you and your family.

Trained to offer Unparalleled Matching Skills

Our counsellor is trained to direct you to the 

right university that meets your needs and 

dreams. Through our sophisticated counselling 

process your counsellor will assess academic 

ability, language competency, and capacity 

to pay along with less objective criteria such 

The IDP Education Edge!

Your IDP counsellor is...

as geographical preference, personality and 

future career goals. As a student you will find

that you will be paired with a university that 

is looking for students just like you.

Professional

IDP has a corporate policy of honesty and 

transparency in dealing with universities and 

students who entrust their future to us. IDP 

Education's 50-year-old reputation is based on 

friendly, courteous advice and service, and the 

provision of efficient and timely application 

processing in accordance with strict university 

and government compliance guidelines.

Offers customised solutions for each student

Meet your personal IDP counsellor and be 

better placed.
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Pay for any institution in any country

Best price guarantee with no additional charges

Pay from any country in the world

Fastest processing time for each transaction

Various payment options like NEFT/RTGS/Debit or 

Credit card

MONEY TRANSFER

Student Essential Services

IDP Services

Scan the code for more details

Course and 
institution
selection

Offer 
acceptance

Pre-departure 
orientation

Application 
submission

Visa 
counselling
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Step 1: Course/University Selection & Guidance 

On Various Scholarships 

Your counsellor will highlight all the relevant information 

about the UK education system. Thereafter, your counsellor 

will conduct a detailed analysis of your academic 

background, work experience, extra-curricular activities, 

sports interests, budget restrictions, program and course 

requirement and career goals. After careful consideration of 

your qualifications and needs, your counsellor will discuss 

and suggest universities that best match your academic 

profile, personality and career goals. 

Our counsellor would also guide you on the number of 

scholarships offered by UK universities and other 

organisations. They are specifically designed for 

international students at both undergraduate and 

postgraduate levels. 

Step 2: Take Necessary Admission Tests (IELTS, 

TOEFL, GMAT) 

Some universities in the UK require you to undertake an 

admission test as part of the assessment of your 

application. Your counsellor will recommend and refer you to 

tutors and centres where you may take the required tests to 

meet the admission requirements. Once you receive your test 

results and the same has been dispatched to your 

shortlisted universities, your counsellor will follow up with 

the universities to ensure that all your documentation is in 

order. 

Step 3: Application Submission 

Your counsellor will assist you with compiling your 

application documents and completing the application 

forms. You will be supported with useful pointers on how to 

write an effective statement of purpose, and draft letters of

How will IDP assist you? 

24



recommendation, all of which contributes to a successful 

application. 

Your counsellor will monitor the progress of your application at 

every stage and track the relevant deadlines. 

Step 4: Receive Offer of Acceptance 

When you receive your offer letters, your counsellor will guide 

you on acceptance deadlines and additional document 

requirements. 

Step 5: Submit Relevant Documents to Secure 

Confirmation of Acceptance of Studies (CAS) 

Once you choose to accept a university's offer, your counsellor 

will help you prepare the set of documents and advise on 

payments that need to be made to procure your CAS.

Step 6: Receive Confirmation of Acceptance of 

Studies (CAS)

The CAS confirms your enrolment and allows you to proceed 

with your UK visa application. Your counsellor will check that

all the appropriate details are included on your CAS to enable 

you to apply for your student visa. 

Step 7: Preparation of Documents to apply for 

Student Visa

Your counsellor will advise you on the visa regulations and 

help you in compiling your visa file. You will also receive 

assistance with making the relevant visa application fee 

payments and booking your visa appointment with the VFS 

office. 

Step 8: Prepare to Study and live in the UK 

Your IDP counsellor will invite you to participate in a pre-

departure event that will have UK university experts talk to 

you about the academic, social, cultural, sporting life in UK 

universities. In addition you will receive guidance on important 

issues such as foreign exchange, accommodation, insurance, 

medical requirement and online registration of courses. 
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What factors should I consider when making a 

choice of course? 

Select the courses according to the area you are 

interested in studying and discuss with your IDP 

counsellor. Look carefully at the content of each 

course on the individual university website or in the 

university brochure. Apart from the course, it is very 

important that you should think of other factors as 

well like location, ranking and cost. Your counsellor 

will be able to advise you about the relevant 

institutions that meet your requirements. 

Are the courses and institutions that i have chosen 

of a high standard? 

All universities and colleges that provide higher 

education in the UK are autonomous. These 

Institutions are not owned by the state, but most 

receive government funding distributed by the 

separate higher education funding councils for 

England, Scotland and Wales, and the Department 

for Employment and Learning in Northern Ireland. 

Each university and college of higher education is 

responsible for the standards of the awards it 

makes and the quality of the education it provides 

to its students. Each has its own internal quality 

assurance procedures. 

QAA checks how well they meet their 

responsibilities, identifying good practices and 

making recommendations for improvement. They 

also publish guidelines to help institutions develop 

effective systems to ensure students have high 

quality experiences. For research courses, the 

Research Assessment Exercise (RAE) (conducted 

every five years) reviews the research activity of 

institutions and the quality profile determines the 

grants received for research from various funding 

bodies. 

What financial support is available for 

international students? 

There are a limited number of awards available for 

international students. The amount varies from 

level of study as well as the institutions. The 

scholarships are competitive and you need to 

demonstrate exceptional academic achievements. 

The British Government and other organisations 

also provide a number of scholarships and awards 

to help international students study in the UK. Your 

IDP counsellor will have details of various 

scholarship schemes. 

What opportunities are there for working and 

studying at the same time? 

Many universities have a dedicated job centre on-

campus for students, that offers or advertises a 

range of Job opportunities to help students develop 

skills. The University Careers Advisory Service is 

also a useful source of information and advice. If 

you pursue a course of degree level or above you are 

permitted to work for 20 hours a week during the 

term and full time during the vacations. 

How can I find accommodation? 

Most UK universities and colleges will guarantee 

accommodation to international students if they 

have accepted the offer and applied for the 

accommodation within the deadline. Your IDP 

counsellor will be able to offer advice and guidance 

on finding suitable accommodation at the 

institution.  

Private accommodation outside of the university or 

college will be cheaper if you are prepared to share 

the facilities with another student and are more 

suitable to postgraduate or mature students.

Frequently 

Asked Questions 
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If you are looking at this option, you should get 

some temporary accommodation booked and plan 

to travel to UK 1-2 weeks before your course starts. 

The accommodation officer can provide you the list 

of private accommodation available in the 

surrounding areas and advise you on other 

formalities such as signing the lease document, etc. 

Undergraduate students in their first year of the 

course are recommended to stay in the halls of 

residence on-campus. A number of universities and 

colleges now manage their accommodation in line 

with government-approved codes of practice. 

Does IDP have any special relationship with UK 

institutions? 

Yes, IDP has signed up with specific UK institutions 

which will certainly give you the benefit of better 

turnaround time for application assessment and 

other requirements. 

Will IDP help me with the pre-departure 

formalities? 

Yes, IDP will organise a pre-departure orientation 

program which will help your transition to life as a 

student in the UK. 



Soumyajit Mitra, 

Alumni, University  of Manchester

“With IDP’s guidance, I got 

accepted in the university of my 

choice, and also won a valuable 

scholarship.”

Gayathri Mohan Kumar, 

Alumni, University  of Bristol

“IDP has not only helped me achieve

admission in my dream university, but

also helped me earn an IDP exclusive

Bristol University Scholarship. ”
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Sourav Singh, 

MSc Data Science, 

University  of Bristol

“IDP made the process of applying to a

university abroad pretty easy for me.

IDP’s counsellor stepped up for help 

during my application process and also 

helped me win a scholarship.

Thank you, IDP! ”

Chaitra, 

MSc Business Analysis and Consulting, 

University of Strathclyde

“The whole IDP team is professional 

and humble. They support, encourage 

and build confidence in students. 

They hear us patiently and direct us 

to the right path. My counsellor 

supported me throughout the 

process, from arranging documents 

for application to getting the highest 

amount scholarship from the 

University of Strathclyde.”

Gaurav Batra, 

Alumni, University  of Central 

Lancashire

“I’d like to thank IDP for keeping me 

motivated and staying in touch with 

me from the start of the course to even 

after I graduated.”
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Achieve your study abroad dreams 
with 

Get an in-principle offer from your 
dream institution in minutes!
Get an answer from your dream university, before even applying, with IDP 
FastLane! Fill in your grades, test scores and answer a few other questions and 
you could get an in-principle offer in minutes from select Universities.

Five ways how IDP FastLane is a great choice:

Personalised recommendations based on your unique profile 

Check if you’re eligible before even applying 

Receive notifications from institutions  

Institutions review FastLane applications before others 

FastLane applications are processed 2-3 times faster 

Download the free IDP Live app to use FastLane 
to make your study dreams a reality.

IDP FastLane
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AHMEDABAD: 1st, 3rd & Ground Floor, Madhav 

Complex, Hotel President Lane, Off C.G. Road, 

Navrangpura, Ahmedabad - 380009

Tel.: 079-44118888 | info.ahmedabad@idp.com

AMRITSAR: S.C.O. 54, 1st Floor, VK Towers, DSC Ranjit 

Avenue, Block B, Amritsar - 143001

Tel.: 0183-5020240 | info.amritsar@idp.com

BANGALORE (EAST): 2nd Floor, Habitat Aster, 281, 

Hoodi Village, Opposite Metropolis, Whitefield, ITPL 

Main Road, Bangalore - 560048

Tel.: 080-68457888 | info.bangaloreeast@idp.com

BANGALORE (CENTRAL): No 8, Excellency Building, 1st 

Floor, Papanna Street, Off St. Mark's Road, Bangalore - 

560001

Tel.: 080-44118888 | info.bangalore@idp.com

BANGALORE (SOUTH): MEU Square: 174/1, 3rd Floor, 

Opp. to Coupon Mall, Dollar Layout, Phase 4, J. P. 

Nagar, Bannerghatta Road, Bengaluru, Karnataka - 

560076

Tel.: 080-46404888 | info.bangaloresouth@idp.com

BATHINDA: SCF 12-13, Above Domino's, 100 Feet Road, 

Near Bhagu Road, Bathinda, Punjab - 151001

Tel.: 0164-5211888 | info.bathinda@idp.com

BHOPAL: First Floor, E 5/6 Bittan Market, Above Yes 

Bank, Arera Colony, Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh - 462016

Tel.: 0755-6758888

BHUBANESWAR: 2nd Floor, Siddharth Arcade, Beside 

IDBI Bank, Bhoi Nagar, Bhubaneswar, Odisha 751001

Tel.: 0674–6818888

CHANDIGARH: SCO 162-163, 2nd Floor, Sector 9-C, 

Madhya Marg, Chandigarh - 160009 

Tel.: 0172-4411888 | info.chandigarh@idp.com

CHENNAI (NUNGAMBAKKAM): 1st Floor, KPR Tower, 

New No. 2, Subba Rao Avenue, 1st Street, College Road, 

Nungambakkam, Opposite Good Shepherd School, 

Chennai-600006

Tel.: 044-61738888 | info.chennai@idp.com

CHENNAI (ADYAR): Ground Floor, TVH Quadrant, New 

No 55, LB Road, Padmanabha Nagar, Adyar, Chennai -

600020

Tel.: 044-45178888 | info.chennai2@idp.com

COIMBATORE: 1st Floor, Mayflower Building, #72, Dr. 

Balasundaram Road, Near Hotel Hari Bhavan (RTO 

office) ATT Colony, Coimbatore - 641018

Tel.: 0422-4411888 | info.coimbatore@idp.com

DEHRADUN: 3rd Floor, Paramount Tower, 125/216, Rajpur 

Road, Dehradun, Uttarakhand 248001

Tel.: 0135-6178888

GUNTUR: 1st Floor, PMG Complex, Above ICICI Bank, 

Lakshmipuram Main Road, Guntur – 522002

Tel.: 0863-6611888

HYDERABAD (SOMAJIGUDA): 3rd Floor, North Wing, 

Challa Chambers, Kapadia Lane, Raj Bhavan Road, 

Somajiguda, Hyderabad - 500082

Tel.: 040-44118888 | info.hyderabad@idp.com

HYDERABAD (KUKATPALLY): 1st Floor, Above Reliance 

Digital, Vijay Sai Towers, Opp. BJP Office, Vivek Nagar, 

Kukatpally, Hyderabad, Telangana - 500072

Tel.: 040-44208888 | info.hyderabad2@idp.com

INDORE: Tulsi Tower, Unit No. 112/113, 1st Floor, Geeta 

Bhawan Square, Above Nexa Showroom Indore - 452018

Tel.: 0731-4411888 I info.indore@idp.com

JAIPUR: 3rd Floor, International Business Centre, K-14, 

Ashok Marg, Jaipur - 302001

Tel.: 0141-4411888 I info.jaipur@idp.com

JALANDHAR: SCO- 39, Ground Floor, Opp. to DC office, 

Near Puda Complex, Jalandhar - 144001

Tel.: 0181-4411888 | info.jalandhar@idp.com

KOCHI: Ground Floor, Coastal Chambers, Opp. Mercy 

Estate Hotel, M G Road, Cochin - 682016

Tel.: 0484-4211888 | info.kochi@idp.com

KOLKATA: 1st Floor, Corporate House, Beside AC Market, 

3A Shakespeare Sarani, Kolkata - 700071

Tel.: 033-44118888 | info.kolkata@idp.com

LUCKNOW: 28/45 A, 2nd Floor, Ashok Marg, Prem 

Nagar, Hazratganj, Lucknow - 226001

Tel.: 0522-4411888, | info.lucknow@idp.com

LUDHIANA: SCO 41, 1st Floor, Feroze Gandhi Market, 

Bhai Bala Chowk, Ludhiana - 141001

Tel.: 0161-4211800 | info.ludhiana@idp.com

MANGALORE: 207, 2nd Floor, Inland Ornate, Opp. 

Ocean Pearl Hotel, Navabharath Circle, Mangalore - 

575003

Tel.: 0824-4411888 | info.mangalore@idp.com

MOGA: Darshan Singh Complex, 1st Floor, Moga 

Ferozepur Road, Moga -142001

Tel.: 01636-505888 | info.moga@idp.com

MOHALI: SCO 1, 2nd Floor, Phase 5, Mohali - 166005

Tel.: 0172-4011888 | info.mohali@idp.com

MUMBAI (ANDHERI WEST): Waterford Building, 4th 

Floor, C Wing, Unit No. 401/402, Above Navnit Motors 

(BMW Showroom), CD Barfiwala Road, Juhu Lane, 

Andheri West, Mumbai - 400058

Tel.: 022-66497000 | info.mumbai2@idp.com

MUMBAI (CHURCHGATE): Express Building, 3rd Floor, 

Opp. Churchgate Railway Station, Mumbai - 400020

Tel.: 022-44118888 | info.mumbai@idp.com

MUMBAI (THANE): Jeevan Jyoti Arcade Unit No. 

201/202, 2nd Floor, B Cabin Road, Thane-West, Mumbai 

- 400602

Tel.: 022-41144333 | info.thane@idp.com

MUMBAI (VASHI): Goodwill Excellency, 10th Floor, 

Sector 17 Above Tanishq Showroom Vashi, Navi Mumbai 

- 400705

Tel.: 022-68600600 | info.vashi@idp.com

MYSORE: Brigade Point – Ground Floor, Gokulam Main 

Road, Gokulam 2nd Stage, VV Mohalla, Mysore – 

570002

Tel.: 0821-4180888

NAGPUR: 1st Floor at Lotus Building, Plot No. 5, 

Gorepeth Layout, West High Court Road, Dharampeth, 

Nagpur - 440010

Tel.: 0712-6684222 I info.nagpur@idp.com

NEW DELHI (NEHRU PLACE): 5th Floor, Suits Nos. 510-

513 & 6th Floor, Suits Nos. 610-616, International Trade 

Tower, New Delhi -110019

Tel.: 011-44118888 | info.newdelhi@idp.com

NEW DELHI (RAJOURI GARDEN): C-10, 2nd Floor, 

Gurudwara Road, Rajouri Garden, New Delhi - 110027

Tel.: 011-48568888 | info.rajouri@idp.com

HEAD OFFICE (GURGAON): 7th Floor, Tower B, Global Gateway Towers, Sector 26, MG Road, (near Guru Dronacharya Metro Station) Gurgaon, Haryana - 122002. Tel.: 0124 - 4411888 | info.gurgaon@idp.com

This publication is intended as a general study guide only. Information in this publication is current as 

of February 2022. Prospective students should contact their nearest IDP offices for further information.

NOIDA: 2nd Floor, Brahmdutt Towers, Plot No. 3, Block - 

K, Sector -18, Noida - 201301, Uttar Pradesh

Tel.: 0120-4077800 | info.noida@idp.com

PATIALA: SCF 29-30, Ground Floor, Leela Bhawan 

Market, Next to Madame Showroom, Patiala

Tel.: 0175-5131888 | info.patiala@idp.com

PUNE: Office No. 1, Ground Floor and Mezzanine Floor, 

Dnyanesh Complex 103, CTS No. 1179/3, Shivaji Nagar, 

Pune - 411015

Tel.: 020-44118888 | info.pune@idp.com

RAJKOT: Shop No.201, First Floor, Classic Gem, City 

Survey no. 2390, City Survey Ward No. 15/1, Opp. PP 

Fulwala, Dr. Yagnik Road and Dr. Hemu Dastur Marg, 

Rajkot 360001

Tel.: 0281-6615888

SURAT: Office No. 209 & 210, 2nd Floor, International 

Business Centre, Dumas Road, Piplod, Surat - 395007

Tel.: 0261-4411888 | info.surat@idp.com

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: 3rd Floor, Daniels Tower, 

Opp St. Mary’s School, Pattom, Thiruvananthapuram, 

Kerala - 695004

Tel.: 0471-4411888 | info.trivandrum@idp.com

VADODARA: Ocean, 2nd Floor 205-206, Central Mall, 

Dr, Sarabhai Rd, Vadodara, Gujarat - 390003

Tel.: 0265-6135200 | info.vadodara@idp.com

VIJAYAWADA: 2nd Floor, D. No. 40-1-62, Naga’s Hafeez 

Plaza, Above Taruni, Opp Grand Modern Super market, 

Between Benz Circle to NTR Circle, M.G.Road,  

Vijayawada - 520010

Tel.: 0866-2454888 | info.vijayawada@idp.com

VIZAG: Door No. 10-1-9/4, Vinayagar Heights, 1st Floor, 

Near Sampat Vinayagar Temple, Asilmetta, 

Visakhapatnam - 530003

Tel.: 0891-6611888 | info.visakhapatnam@idp.com

Our services are also available in the following cities: Agra, Allahabad, Anand, Calicut, Gandhinagar, Goa, Guwahati, Hubli, Jammu, 
Jodhpur, Kakinada, Kanpur, Kurukshetra, Meerut, Nashik, Patna, Raipur, Shimla, Thrissur, Tirupati, Trichy, Varanasi and Warangal.

Toll Free

1800 102 2233


