
Thinking about studying overseas? 

Download the IDP Live app.
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Study 

in USA

IF YOU HAVE

THE DREAM,
WE WILL SHOW

THE WAY.
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IDP Education has been fulfilling dreams of study abroad aspirants since 1969 by providing student placement in the 

most sought-after countries - Australia, Canada, USA, UK, New Zealand, and Ireland. In India, we had set up operations 

in 1995, and our impartial counselling and professional services have helped us serve thousands of students, each with 

their own success story to share.

We partner with more than 800 world-class universities and institutions and have already helped more than half a 

million students study in their dream country. We are also a proud co-owner of IELTS, the world's leading English 

language proficiency test. IELTS is recognised across the globe by over 11000 universities, colleges and professional 

associations for work and study. Over 3 million people appear for IELTS each year.

Our counsellors are experienced and trained to provide you with end-to-end knowledge about studying and living in 

your dream destination - the USA. Our forte lies in the efficient processing of your admission application and student 

visa processing. We understand the importance of guiding you while choosing the right course to study in the USA. 

You can trust our experience and expertise in this life decision. 

We are proud of our success built on the individualised service we provide. That is why we have very high customer 

satisfaction and are recommended by 9 out of 10 students.

We hope you enjoy reading this information guide and enjoy your experience with us. My team and I are grateful for the 

opportunity to assist you. We wish you every success as you prepare for your lifelong learning experience in 

the USA.

Most Sincerely
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Piyush Kumar

Regional Director

(South Asia)



Academic excellence

The US boasts of some of the finest 

universities, a lot of which consistently 

rank in the world university rankings. 

American institutions are also known 

to have high academic standards, 

follow rigorous practices to maintain 

quality and are well-supported to be 

able to offer an excellent education to 

their students. As per the QS World 

Ranking 2022. 28 of the top 100 

universities are from the U.S. Similarly, 

Times Higher Education Ranking has 

also ranked 37 American universities in 

its top 100 list of universities.

Flexible education system

American universities and colleges 

offer a myriad of courses and 

programs to choose from. You have the 

freedom to not only select the course 

content, but also the structure. At the 

undergraduate level, you have the 

liberty to pursue different courses 

before they you declare your major at 

the end of the second year. This helps 

to explore your subject interest and 

then decide without much hurry. 

Similarly, for your graduate studies, 
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you can choose your preference and 

when you progress  your in

dissertation, you can focus on the 

ideas you want to emphasise.

Excellent support system for 

international students

American universities understand the 

struggles of international students 

and therefore conduct regular 

orientation programs, workshops and 

trainings to offer assistance. In fact, 

the international student office helps 

students like you to get accustomed to 

a new kind of lifestyle – whether it is 

an academic query, cultural or social, 

the staff will be there to assist you 

round the clock.

Cultural diversity

The U.S. is a melting pot of different 

cultures, races and ethnicities. Its 

diverse environment ensures that there 

is acceptance among all communities 

and there is no room for any sort of 

discrimination. You’ll be learning with 

students from different regions of the 

world, thereby making it a rich and 

stimulating educational experience. 

Growing in the midst of diversity will 

provide you with strong personality 

traits and skills that will be valuable 

in the international market. These 

days, employers prefer students with 

a multi-cultural background, which 

you would get a great taste of in the 

U.S. A one of a kind international 

exposure, the U.S. will help you 

explore a variety of cuisines, customs, 

festivals and art too.

Lively and vibrant campus life

It’s a known fact that the campus life 

of the U.S. is matchless. Irrespective of 

the university you study in, you will 

find yourself in the midst of new 

cultural experiences and the American 

way of life. Embrace it and open 

yourself up to new ideas and new 

people.
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Home to the maximum number of international students, the U.S. provides a diverse range of 

courses for all study levels.

Study levels in the U.S.

Ÿ Elementary school

Ÿ Middle school/Junior high school

Ÿ High school

Ÿ Higher education

Here's an overview of the qualifications available in the U.S.:

Associate degree 2 years

Job oriented programs that allow a graduate to launch 

a career, it is also equivalent to first two years of a 4-

year Bachelor's degree.

Undergraduate degree that includes core courses, 

major, minor and elective. The four years are known as 

Freshman, Sophomore, Junior and Senior.

Leads students from first degree to particular 

profession; duration depends on field of study.

Generally awarded in traditional disciplines of 

humanities, arts, and science; may lead students to 

doctoral programs.

Completed under the supervision of faculty advisor, 

PhD is awarded on completion of dissertation and 

successful defence before a panel of faculty members.

Qualification Duration Description

Bachelor's degree 3 - 4 years

1 to 3 years

2 years

5 to 8 years

Master's degree 

(Professional)

Master's degree 

(Academic)

Doctorate or PhD

Education system in the U.S.
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Types of institutions

There are various types of institutions in the U.S. that 

provide quality education. These can be categorised 

into:

Colleges

Smaller than the universities, colleges generally 

provide undergraduate degrees. Community colleges, 

an affordable study option in the U.S., offer two-year 

associate degrees a�er which you can continue your 

studies at the university for another two years to gain 

an undergraduate degree.

Universities

Offer research-based Master’s, doctoral and post-

doctoral degrees. There are mainly two types of 

universities in the U.S.:

Ÿ Public universities: Mostly state universities, 

established and run by the state government

Ÿ Private universities: A mix of profit and not-for-

profit supported by tuition fee and donations; 

approximately 20% of students a�end private 

universities.

Pedagogy in American classrooms

USA universities place great significance on diversity, 

meaning classes will consist of students of different 

ages, religions and ethnicities. This provides a 

stimulating and interesting learning atmosphere that 

motivates cross-cultural understanding and 

socialising.

Most classes will have no more than 20 students and 

the faculty members will take the time to get to know 

students and their strengths. Interactive and practical 

learning are the basis of American teaching. Professors 

are usually willing to spend time outside of class to 

offer further support. Campuses in the U.S. also offer an 

active social life with many clubs and organisations 

for students to meet other students with similar 

interests and further career opportunities.

Academic year

Most American universities and colleges commence 

their classes in August/September usually known as 

the Fall session. A few others also provide a 

January/February intake, called as the Spring intake 

which goes on till April. In fact, a Summer intake is also 

available for limited programs and colleges between 

the months of May and August.

The duration of each course depends on the university 

and specialisation. Most Bachelor’s degrees take three 

to four years, Master’s take one to two years and 

doctoral degrees may take four to seven years. The 

academic year at many colleges comprises two terms 

called the semesters. Some may have a three-term 

calendar where it is referred to as the trimester system.
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As a student, you would need to sit for a few 

admission tests in order for the U.S. institutions 

to assess your applications. In addition to your 

academic qualifications, these admission tests 

allow U.S. higher education institutions to 

assess your academic and English language 

proficiency on a common platform with other 

applicants. 

There is no pass or fail in IELTS. Scores are 

graded on the 9-band system and valid for 2 

years.

For more information, visit: www.ielts.org or 

www.ieltsidpindia.com, or talk to your IDP 

counsellor. 

IELTS is the world's leading English language 

proficiency test. IELTS is designed to assess the 

language ability of candidates who need to 

study or work where English is the language of 

communication. More than 11,000 institutions 

and faculties of further and higher education in 

all major English - speaking countries,  

government agencies, professional associations 

and employers, recognise the use of IELTS 

scores. 

IELTS Academic Module is recognised widely as 

a language requirement for entry to all courses 

in further and higher education and assesses 

whether a candidate is ready to study or train in 

the medium of English at an undergraduate or 

postgraduate level. 

IELTS General Training Module is suitable for 

candidates who are going to English-speaking 

countries to complete their secondary education, 

undertake training programs or for immigration 

purposes. Listening, reading and writing are the 

components of the test and are always 

completed immediately after each other and 

with no breaks. Depending on the test centre, 

the speaking test may be taken up to 7 days 

either before or after the test date.

TOEFL evaluates the English proficiency of 

people whose native language is not English, for 

both UG and Graduate applicants. It is quite a 

popular language test and is accepted in more 

than 7,000 universities and institutions present 

in over 130 countries. TOEFL measures the ability 

to use and understand English language as it is 

read, written, heard and spoken in the university 

classroom. The test has 4 sections (reading, 

listening, speaking and writing) and takes about 

4 1/2 hours. TOEFL scores are valid for two years. 

In Sri Lanka, only internet-based test (iBT) is 

allowed and there is no passing score. The 

TOEFL is scored on a scale of 120. 

TOEFL Test Fee is US $190 

SAT or ACT is typically taken by high school 

(year 12) students aspiring to pursue a Bachelor’s 

degree in the U.S. The test assesses critical 

thinking skills that students need for academic 

success. It is accepted in nearly every institution 

in the U.S. There is qualifying benchmark though 

the entry requirements differ from institution to 

institution. 

IELTS (International English 
Language Testing System)

TOEFL (Test of English as 
Foreign Language)

Standardised Tests
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SAT Reasoning Test measures the verbal and 

mathematical reasoning abilities of students. This 

test has three sections - Math, Evidence-Based 

Reading, and Writing. The duration of the test is 3 

hours and 50 minutes. The composite SAT score 

ranges from 400 - 1600.

SAT Reasoning Test Fee: US $104

ACT is the standardised test required by some 

institutions. It is a multiple choice computer-based 

test. It consists of 4 sections - English, Math, 

Reading, Science and an optional Writing test. The 

duration of the test is 2 hours and 55 minutes. The 

composite ACT score ranges from 1 - 36.

ACT Test Fees: US $150 (no writing)

For more info visit: www.collegeboard.com or talk 

to your IDP Counsellor. 

The Graduate Record Examination gauges the 

students' performances at undergraduate level 

and is of two types: 

GRE (General Test): The GRE General Test 

measures verbal reasoning, quantitative 

reasoning, critical thinking and analytical 

writing skills for students seeking a graduate 

program in the U.S. The General Test measures 

the skills that are not related to any specific field 

of study. The General Test is an online test and 

can be taken once a month and up to 5 times in a 

year. GRE scores are valid for five years. The test 

has 3 sections - verbal, quantitative and 

analytical writing, and takes about 4 hours. The 

GRE is on a scale of 340. 

GRE (General Test) Fees : US $213 

GRE (Subject Tests): The GRE Subject Test 

measures the undergraduate achievement in 

eight different disciplines. Each subject test is 

intended for students who have majored in a 

particular subject or have an extensive 

background in that specific area. 

The Subject test can be taken three times a year 

at 6 test centres in India. 

GRE (Subject Test) Fee : US $213 

Payment Options

• By Dollar Draft in favour of "ETS-GRE" payable 

at U.S. 

• By International Credit Card 

*For more information: www.ets.org/gre or talk to 

your IDP counsellor.

GMAT is a standardised assessment that helps 

Business Schools assess the qualifications of 

applicants who have applied for advanced study 

in business and management. Over 1,900 Business 

Schools around the world use GMAT scores as a 

part of their admission process. 

The test can be taken up to once a month on 

working days. GMAT scores are valid for 5 years 

and the acceptable score varies from institution 

to institution. 

The test has 3 sections: verbal, quantitative and 

analytical writing, and takes about 4 hours. The 

GMAT is on a scale of 800. 

GMAT Fee: US $275 

• - Law School Admission Test LSAT 

•  - Medical College Admission Test MCAT

•  - Dental Admission Test DAT

•  - Pharmacy College Admissions Test PCAT

•  - Veterinary Aptitude Test VCAT

•  - United States Medical Licensing USMLE
Examination 

•  - Council for Graduate of Foreign CGFNS
Nursing Schools 

•  - Certified Public Accountant CPA
Examination 

GRE (Graduate Record 
Examination)

GMAT (Graduate Management 
Admission Test)

Some other Standardised Tests

Payment Options 

• By Dollar Draft in favour of "Pearson VUE-MAT" 

payable at the U.S. 

• By International Credit Card 

*For more information: www.mba.com or talk to 

your IDP counsellor.
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Steps for applying for an F-1 Visa (U.S. 

Student Visa) 

The application process culminates with the 

receipt of your I-20. The I-20 confirms your 

acceptance and enrolment at the university. 

With the I-20 in hand, you can proceed to 

apply for your F-1 visa. Remember that while 

the visa process might look difficult, your 

personal counselor will assist and guide you 

every step of the way. 

Step 1: Pay SEVIS (Student and Exchange 

Visitor Information System) Fee 

What is SEVIS and why do you need to pay 

this? SEVIS is the Internet based part of the 

Student and Exchange Visitor Program that 

is developed by the U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security (DHS) and Department of 

State (DOS). SEVIS maintains current and 

accurate information of all F, M, J visitors and 

their dependants. Schools, Universities, 

Colleges and Institutions transmit 

mandatory information via SEVIS to all the 

relevant U.S. government bodies. You cannot 

apply for your F-1 visa until you pay the 

SEVIS fee. 

Fee payable: US$ 350 

Additional documents required for fee 

payment: 

Ÿ I-20 is required to fill the I-901 when you 

pay the fee online 

Ÿ You will need your school to send your 

school code and SEVIS number (Your I-20 is 

generated on SEVIS) 

Fee payable at: 

You can pay this fee online at 

http://www.fmjfee.com
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Once the online payment is made, the system will 

generate a receipt. You will need to print two 

copies of the receipt. After the completion of 

payment, you can opt for standard delivery of the 

original receipt. You can proceed to apply for your 

F-1 visa with a print-out of the receipt. 

Step 2: Complete the visa form 

The DS-160 must be completed and submitted 

online prior to your interview at the Embassy or 

Consulate. The barcode number on the DS-160 

confirmation page is required in order to book your 

interview. 

Form DS-160 must be submitted online. The 

Embassy or Consulate will not accept 

handwritten or typed applications and you will 

not be permitted to attend your interview without 

a DS-160 confirmation page. 

Step 3: Pay the visa fee 

You are required to create a profile on the website 

and choose the Schedule Appointment option. On 

the payment confirmation screen, you will be 

presented with payment options and further 

details of how to initiate payment. The payment 

can be done online or directly in AXIS or Citibank. 

It takes 3 hours from the time of payment for your 

receipt to be activated.

Step 4: Schedule an appointment 

Now you are required to schedule two 

appointments. You will be required to have an 

appointment at an Offsite Facilitation Centre 

(OFC) prior to the appointment at the U.S. 

consulate sections. 

Step 5: Off site Facilitation Centre (OFC) 

At the OFC, your Biometric information including 

fingerprints and digital photographs will be 

collected. You are requited to carry a passport 

valid for travel, your DS-160 confirmation page 

and your appointment confirmation page. 

Step 6: Attend your visa interview 

On the day of your visa interview, report to the 

appropriate gate at the U.S. Embassy 30 

minutes before your appointed time. You will 

need to carry all mandatory documents as per 

the checklist given by your counsellor. 

Step 7: Return of passport by courier 

If your visa application is approved, your 

passport and visa will be returned to you by 

Blue Dart courier service. Your documents will 

be delivered to the address you provided when 

you scheduled your interview appointment. 

F-1 Visa (Student Visa) document checklist: 

1. Passport (at least 6 months validity) 

2. Visa appointment letter 

3. DS-160 confirmation receipt 

4. SEVIS fee receipt 

5. I-20 

6. Offer letter 

7. Scholarship letter 

8. Finances 

9. Academics 

a. Academic transcripts (for each year of  

 study from Year 10) 

b. Test score sheets 

 (GRE/GMAT/SAT/TOEFL/IELTS) 

10. Work experience certificates 

11. Other relevant certificates (e.g. Extra-

curricular activities, sporting activities) 

Talk to your counsellor for a checklist of 

documents. 

Talk to your counsellor for a checklist 

of documents applicable to you! 
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Studying and living expenses

Tuition Fee 

The tuition fee in public institutions is usually lower 
than that charged by private institutions. 

In addition, public institutions generally charge lower 
tuition to in-state residents (who pay the state taxes). 
The benefit of lower tuition fees may not translate for 
an international student who does not pay taxes in the 
U.S.

Private institutions are responsible for raising their own 
money and usually support themselves by student 
tuition, research contracts and donations. Tuition fees 
are usually higher at private universities than at state 
universities. The fee structure and funding 
opportunities are the same for all students irrespective 
of nationalities. In general, private universities have 
enrolments of fewer than 20,000 students. 

Living in the U.S. 

The U.S. is often called a country of immigrants; it is a 
'melting pot' of cultures, ethnicities, nationalities and 
religions which form this great nation. 

The U.S. is spread over 9 million square kilometres and 
is home to over 332 million people (2022). The American 
culture typically treats all people equally and follows 
the philosophy that every individual deserves respect, 
equal opportunity in life and should be treated fairly.

Being in the U.S., you are certain to experience varied 
climate, landscape, lifestyle and culture; all you need 
is to choose a location which suits your needs the best. 
Once you do that, you are sure to have the experience 
of a lifetime. 

Student Expenses 

In the U.S., the university or college costs vary and the 
accommodation and living costs depend on the city 
that you choose to live in as well as on your personal 
lifestyle. Tuition will be the most expensive component 
of your edu-cational costs. The price of tuition can 
range from $10,000 to $60,000 per year. 



$ 500 - $ 700

$ 700 - $ 1000

$ 10,000 - $ 60,000

$ 7000 - $ 15000

Expense

Accommodation

Groceries

Books

Medical Insurance

Incidentals (Travel/ 

USD (Annual cost)*

$ 1800

$ 900 - $ 2000
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Accommodation costs will depend hugely on 
personal preferences and the city you reside in. 
For example, staying on campus will usually cost 
you more than staying off campus. 
Undergraduate freshman students in some 
universities may be required to stay on campus 
for the first year which may considerably 
increase the cost of living. Also, whether you 
decide to stay alone or live with mates would 
impact your cost. 

Accommodation cost would typically range from 
$7,000 to $15,000 per year. If you decide to rent 
an apartment, remember that the ancillary costs 
such as electricity, phone line, furniture and 
travel costs to and from the university are borne 
by you. 

Some of the other costs which you may budget 
for could be fees for student activities which 
amount to a few hundred dollars per year. Most 
students have to buy some reference books 
through the year which can cost between $500 
and $1,500 per year. Personal expenses like 
clothing, entertainment, telephone bills, travel, 
groceries and the like would also need to be 
accounted for. 

educational institution or program are evaluated 
by an external body to determine if applicable 
standards are met. If standards are met, 
accredited status is granted by the agency. The 
goal of accreditation is to ensure that education 
provided by institutions of higher education 
meets acceptable levels of quality. In the U.S., the 
quality assurance process is independent of 
government and performed by private not-for-
profit bodies. Accrediting agencies, which have 
national or regional scope, develop an evaluation 
criteria and conduct peer evaluations to assess 
whether or not those criteria are met. The U.S. 
Department of Education does not accredit 
educational institutions and / or programs. You 
can find a list of all national, regional and 
programmatic accreditation agencies on the 
Council of Higher Education and Accreditation 
website: www.chea.org 

Financial Aid Options 

Financial aid at the U.S. universities is usually 
very competitive. The applicant needs to 
demonstrate a well-rounded personality that 
includes an excellent academic record together 
with a strong extra-curricular background. 

The requirements of schools vary from an 
undergraduate degree to a graduate program. 
The availability of financial aid is usually more 
at graduate level than undergraduate and may 
vary considerably from discipline to discipline; 
for example, a degree in anthropology might 
have more funding than a degree in business. 

Types of financial aid opportunities available:

 Fellowships 

 Scholarships 

 Graduate Assistantships 

 Research Assistantships 

 Resident Assistantships 

 Administrative Assistantships 

Electricity, Phone)

Tuition Fee

*All fees and other expenses are approximate and should be
used as a guide only.

Accreditation of Institutions and Programs

Educational accreditation is a quality assurance 
process under which services and operations of an 
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If a student has an F-1 visa, they have the option of 

working in the United States by engaging in 

practical training after the program ends. Practical 

training can provide valuable work experience by 

sharpening and adding to the skills learned in 

school. Optional Practical Training is available for F-

1 students. 

OPT  (Optional Practical Training) 

Ÿ OPT must relate to your major or course of study.  

Student can apply for 12 months of OPT at each 

education level, (i.e., student may have 12 months 

of OPT at the Bachelor's level and another 12 

months of OPT at the Master's level). 

Ÿ Your DSO (Designated School Official) will 

provide you with a new Form 1-20 that shows the 

DSO recommendation for this employment. 

Ÿ For work authorisation, student must mail the 

completed work authorisation Form I-765 to the 

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) 

and pay a filing fee. USCIS will send to the 

student Form 1-766, "Employment Authorisation 

Document," (EAD) upon approving student's Form 

1-765. 

Ÿ Student will have to wait to start work until after 

EAD is received. 

Ÿ While school is in session, student may only work 

20 hours per week and 40 hours during vacation. 

Ÿ All F-1 students who are currently on a regular 

period of OPT and are eligible for the STEM OPT 

extension must apply for the 24 month STEM OPT 

extension. 

24-Month STEM OPT Extension 

Ÿ Student may qualify for an additional 24 months 

of OPT under the following circumstances: 

Ÿ Student is currently participating in a regular 

period of OPT. 

Ÿ Student received a science, technology, 

engineering or mathematics (STEM) degree at an 

undergraduate level or higher and seeks a 

training opportunity related to this degree. 

Ÿ Student received qualifying STEM degree from a 

currently accredited SEVP-certified college or 

university. 

Ÿ The employer from which student is seeking 

employment uses the E-Verify program. 

Ÿ Student and prospective employer have 

completed and signed the Form 1-983, "Training 

Plan for STEM OPT Students". 

Ÿ For more information about the specific eligibility 

requirements for the 24-month STEM OPT 

extension, please visit 

https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov 

Bachelor’s Degree 1 year 2 years 3 years

Master’s Degree 1 year 2 years 3 years

PhD 1 year 2 years 3 years

Post-study Work Rights

Post-study Work Rights

Post-study work opportunities in the U.S.

Total Duration

Additional work rights with STEM 
(Science, Technology, 

Engineering & Mathematics )
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Step 1: Program and university selection 

Your counsellor will highlight all the relevant 

information about the U.S. education system. 

Thereafter, your counsellor will conduct a deleted 

analysis of your academic background, work 

experience, extra-curricular activities, sporting 

interests, budget restrictions, program and course 

requirement and career goals. After careful 

consideration of your qualifications and needs, your 

counsellor will discuss and suggest universities that 

best match your academic profile, personality and 

career goals. The options on offer are guaranteed to 

meet your study and career aspirations. 

Step 2: Take necessary admission tests (SAT, GMAT, 

GRE, IELTS, TOEFL) 

Most programs in the U.S. require you to undertake 

an admission test as part of the assessment of your 

application. Once you receive your test marks and 

the same has been dispatched to your shortlisted 

universities, your counsellor will follow up with the 

universities to ensure that all your documentation is 

in order. 

Step 3: Application submission 

Your counsellor will assist you in compiling your 

application documents and completing the 

application forms. You will be supported with useful 

pointers on how to write an effective statement of 

purpose, assay and draft letters of recommendation, 

all of which contribute to a successful application. 

Your counsellor will monitor the progress of your 

application at every stage and track the relevant 

deadlines. 

Step 4: Receive offer of acceptance 

When you receive your offer letters, your counsellor 

will guide you on acceptance deadlines and 

additional document requirements. 

Step 5: Submit relevant documents to secure I-20 

Once you choose to accept a university offer, your 

counsellor will help you prepare your academic and 

financial documents and advise you on payments 

that need to be made to prove, your I-20. 

Step 6: Receive I-20 

The I-20 confirms your enrolment and allows you to 

proceed with your U.S. visa application. Your 

counsellor will check that all the appropriate details 

are included in your I-20 to enable you to apply for 

your student visa. 

Step 7: Preparation of documents to apply for 

student (F-1) visa 

Your counsellor will advise you on the visa 

regulations and help you compile your visa file. You 

will also receive assistance in making the relevant 

visa application fee payments and booking your 

visa appointment with the U.S. Embassy. 

Step 8: Appearing for visa interview at the U.S. 

Embassy 

Appearing for the visa interview at the U.S. Embassy 

can be a daunting experience. Your counsellor will 

offer you first hand advice on what you can expect 

to help you prepare for the interview. 

Step 9: Prepare to study and live in the U.S. 

Your IDP counsellor will have you participate in a 

pre-departure event that will have U.S. university 

experts talk to you about the academic, social, 

cultural and sporting life in U.S. universities. In 

addition, you will receive guidance on important 

issues such as foreign exchange, accommodation, 

insurance, medical requirement, campus and 

academic life in the U.S.. 



A global leader in international education services

Over 50 years of experience

150+ offices in over 32 countries

Over 1300 international education experts

More than 800 leading partner institutions

Over half a million students placed worldwide

Proud co-owner of IELTS

Focused on you 

We understand that education is not an end in 

itself. Indian students choose education as a 

means to fulfil career, family and life's goals 

and your IDP counsellor is committed to 

partnering with you to help you make the right 

education choices to reach those goals. Your 

counsellor is bilingual not only in language, 

but in culture, bridging the language and 

customs of universities and the local language 

and customs of you and your family. 

Trained to offer Unparalleled Matching Skills 

Our counsellor is trained to direct you to the 

right university that meets your needs and 

dreams. Through our sophisticated counselling 

process your counsellor will assess academic 

ability, language competency, and capacity 

to pay along with less objective criteria such 

as geographical preference, personality and 

future career goals. As a student you will find 

that you will be paired with a university that 

is looking for students just like you. 

Professional 

IDP has a corporate policy of honesty and 

transparency in dealing with universities and 

students who entrust their future to us. IDP 

Education's 50-year-old reputation is based on 

friendly, courteous advice and service, and the 

provision of efficient and timely application 

processing in accordance with strict university 

and government compliance guidelines. 

Offers customised solutions for each student

Meet your personal IDP counsellor-be better 

placed.

The IDP Education Edge!

Your IDP counsellor is... 
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IDP Services

MONEY TRANSFER

Pay for any institution in any country

Best price guarantee with no additional charges

Pay from any country in the world

Fastest processing time for each transaction

Various payment options like NEFT/RTGS/Debit or Credit card

Scan the code for more details

Student Essential Services
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HEALTH COVER

Wide range of hospital network

Maximum coverage for medical treatments

Minimum waiting period for disease coverage

Competitive prices

Smooth post-sale support 24x7

Course and 
institution
selection

Offer 
acceptance

Pre-departure 
orientation

Application 
submission

Visa 
counselling



Universities
> Adelphi University

> American University

> Arizona State University

> Auburn University

> California State University - Fresno

> California State University - San Bernardino

> California State University - San Marcos

> Claremont Graduate University

> Clark University

> Cleveland State University

> College at Old Westbury (SUNY)

> Colorado State University

> DePaul University

> Duquesne University

> Eastern Michigan University

> Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University

> Florida Atlantic University

> Florida Institute of Technology

> Florida International University

> Gonzaga University

> Hawaii Pacific University

> Hult International Business School

> Humboldt State University

> Iowa State University- UG

> James Madison University (via StudyGroup)

> Johnson & Wales University

> Kent State University

> La Salle University

> Lawrence Technological University

> Long Island University - Brooklyn

> Long Island University - C.W. Post

> Louisiana State University

> Loyola University of Chicago

> Lynn University

> Manha�an College

> Maryland Institute College of Art

> Mercer University

> Miami University

> Middlebury Institute of International 

> Northern Kentucky University 

> Northwest Missouri State University

> Old Dominion University

> Pace University

> Pepperdine University, Graziadio Business School

> Pra� Institute

> Quinnipiac University Global Pathways

> Rivier University

> Robert Morris University

> Rochester Institute of Technology

> Roosevelt University (via StudyGroup)

> Sacred Heart University

> SAE Institute

> Saginaw Valley State University

> Salem State University

> Southern Arkansas University

> Southern New Hampshire University

> Suffolk University

> SUNY Morrisville State University (via Cambridge 

Education Group)

> SUNY New Paltz

> Texas A&M University - Kingsville

> Texas State University - San Marcos

> The College of New Jersey

> The University of Alabama

> The University of New Mexico

> Troy University

> Truman State University

> University of Alabama at Birmingham

> University of Alabama in Huntsville

> University of Arizona

> University of Arkansas

> University of Bridgeport

> University of California, Riverside (A. Gray Anderson 

Graduate School of Management)

> University of Central Florida

> University of Cincinnati

> University of Colorado - Denver

> University of Dallas, MBA Program

> University of Dayton

> University of Hartford
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> University of Houston – Clear Lake

> University of Idaho

> University of Indianapolis

> University of Kansas

> University of La Verne

> University of Maine

> University of Maryland, Baltimore

> University of Massachuse�s - Boston (via Navitas)

> University of Massachuse�s - Dartmouth

> University of Massachuse�s - Lowell (via Navitas)

> University of Missouri - St. Louis

> University of Nevada - Las Vegas

> University of Nevada - Reno

> University of New Hampshire

> University of New Haven

> University of New Orleans

> University of North Carolina Wilmington

> University of North Texas

> University of South Carolina

> University of Southern California - International 

Academy

> University of Tampa

> University of Tennessee, Knoxville

> University of Texas at Arlington

> University of Toledo

> University of Wisconsin - La Crosse

> University of Wyoming

> Valparaiso University

> Virginia Tech

> Washington State University

> Western Michigan University

> Western New England University

> Wheelock College (via Cambridge Education Group)

> Wichita State University

> Wright State University

Community Colleges 
> Bellevue College 

> Berkeley City College (Peralta) 

> College of Alameda. (Peralta) 

> Contra Costa College (Contra Costa) 

> De Anza College > Delaware County Community College 

> Diablo Valley College (Contra Costa) 

> Foothill College 

> Fulton-Montgomery Community College (SUNY) 

> Glendale Community College 

> Green River College 

> Hillsborough Community College 

> Laney College (Peralta) 

> Los Medanos College (Contra Costa) 

> Merri� College (Peralta) 

> Nassau Community College (SUNY) 

> North Sea�le College 

> Northeast Lakeview College (Alamo Colleges) 

> Northwest Vista College (Alamo Colleges) 

> Palo Alto College (Alamo Colleges) 

> Riverside Community College 

> San Antonio College (Alamo Colleges) 

> San Joaquin Delta College 

> Santa Barbara City College 

> Sea�le Central College 

> South Sea�le College 

> St. Philip's College (Alamo Colleges) 

Private Pathway Providers 
> Cambridge Education Group 

> INTO 

> Kaplan Global Pathways 

> Kings Colleges 

> Navitas 

> Shorelight Education 

> Study Group 
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High Schools 
> Archbishop Riordan High School 

> CATS Academy Boston (via Cambridge 

Education Group) 

> Grier School 

> The Colorado Springs School 

> Wilbraham and Monson Academy 

English Language Providers 
> A.C.E. Language Institutes 

> Boston Academy of English 

> EC English Language Centers 

> Embassy English 

> ESLi 

> ILSC 

> Internexus Indiana 

> Kaplan International 

> Manha�an Language 

> Rennert International 

> Spring International Language Center 

> Stafford House International (via Cambridge 

Education Group) 

> TIEC 

> The Language Company - Kirksville 
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1. What are the admission requirements to 

apply for a Bachelor's degree program in the 

U.S.?

 The minimum admission requirement is 

successful completion of the GEC Advanced 

Level examination, IB Boards or Indian 

examination 12th recognised boards. Some 

institutions may require you to take  

standardised tests like SAT or ACT and English 

proficiency test IELTS or TOEFL etc. 

2. What are the admission requirements to 

apply for a Master's and Ph.D degree program 

in the U.S.? 

 The minimum admission requirement is 

successful completion of a Bachelor's degree 

from a recognised university. Some universities 

may require you to take an admission test like 

GRE, GMAT, IELTS or TOEFL depending on the 

program you apply for. For admission to a Ph.D 

program, in addition to completing a Master's 

degree, you need to demonstrate evidence of 

research acumen and may need to write a GRE 

subject in addition to a GRE general and IELTS 

or TOEFL 

3. What admission tests do I need to take for 

program entry in U.S. institutions? 

 Admission test requirements vary from 

institution to institution. Most institutions 

request an English proficiency test like the 

IELTS or TOEFL. The other standardised tests 

that you may have to take like GMAT, GRE, SAT 

and the like are dependent on the program 

you are applying for.

4. Which is the best institution for me? 

 There is no official ranking of U.S. universities. 

Institutions are judged based on their 

accreditation status. The best institution for 

you is the one that matches your academic 

profile and meets your study, career and life 

goals. 

5. What is the tuition and living cost in the U.S.?

 Tuition fees generally range from USD 10,000 

to USD 60,000 per year. Living costs are 

variable from about less than USD 12,000 to 

USD 24,000 per year depending on the city you 

live in, accommodation preferences, lifestyle 

and ancillary expenses such as books, 

clothing, entertainment, travel cost and the 

like. 

6. Can I get financial aid to study in the U.S.?

 Yes, U.S. institutions offer financial aid in the 

form of scholarships, bursaries, on campus 

jobs, teaching assistantships, administrative 

assistantships, research assistantships, 

internships and the like. The amount varies as 

per the level of study as well as program type. 

Financial aid offerings are competitive and 

students need to demonstrate exceptional 

academic and extracurricular skills. 

7. When can I commence studies in the U.S.?

 The major intakes are fall (September) and 

spring (January) but many institutions have 

summer intakes (May-June) as well.

8. When should I begin the application process 

for a given intake?

 It is recommended that you begin your 

application process at least 12 - 15 months in 

advance of the intake, to allow for sufficient 

preparation time and time to study for the 

standard admission tests. 

9. Does IDP have any special relationship with 

the U.S. institutions?

 Yes, IDP has signed up with specific U.S. 

institutions which will certainly give you the 

benefit of better turnaround time for 

application assessment and other 

requirements. 

10. Will IDP help me with pre-departure 

formalities?

 Yes, IDP will organise a pre-departure 

orientation program which will help you 

transition to life as a student in the U.S. and 

address topics ranging from cross-cultural 

issues to ticketing, medical insurance, foreign 

exchange and the like. 
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From being extremely unaware of the application process involved in aspiring to study with a U.S. university 
to my successful pre-departure, my decision in choosing IDP for availing the admission counselling services 
has been the most profiting experience. My U.S. admission counsellor at IDP Bangalore office was very helpful. 
Timely reminders and shipping application documents, detailed process explanations and conducting 
multiple mock visa interviews are key points I liked about availing IDP’s service.

I would like to thank IDP, for all their effort and making sure the admission process was simple and easy. My 
counsellor Shalimar was very helpful and supportive throughout the application process. I would definitely 
recommend this for anyone going abroad to pursue their masters.

Mr. Abhijit Varadarajan 
Program: MS Engineering Management 
University: San Jose State University 

Mr. Gautham Raj Vijayaragavan
Program: MS-Computer Information Systems
University: Colorado State University, USA

Nice place to start your MS/MBA process. They keep us updated, scrutinise our documents, helping us in each 
and every step, groom us for visa interviews. My counsellor who was kind, sweet, worked for me post office 
hours, kept checking me from applications to my departure because of which I’m flying U.S. in 20 days. Overall 
quite a good experience and glad to review IDP.

Mr. Naveen Kumar Devraj
Program: MS Material Science Engineering
University: University of Texas - Arlington, USA
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I expected IDP to provide me information on universities to be chosen and help me select a right university 
for pursuing my masters in USA. IDP assisted me right from the scratch like selecting universities, applying, 
getting scholarships, F-1 visa etc. I was benefitted in a very big way as I got a lot of guidance and 
assistance in selecting colleges and visa process.

I wanted a real good advice on how to proceed ahead with my MBA application to U.S. My IDP counsellor made a 
really big difference to my application throughout. IDP is doing a really great job, they had arranged for education 
fairs which helped me to interact directly with the university delegates. I got a clear idea on shortlisting of 
universities accordingly to my need. The services offered by the IDP showed me the direction to achieve my dream and 
I would like to thank my counsellor and the entire IDP team for that.

I had great and wonderful experience with IDP, learnt a lot throughout my application process. My IDP 
counsellor who was a friendly and knowledgeable person who gave me all the information that I needed 
throughout the process. She always gave a positive support to me whenever I le� behind a step during the 
process. I would like to thank IDP education organisation for helping me to get in to a U.S. university and 
through U.S. Visa.

Mr. Rohith Sreenivas
Program: MS Computer Science
University: Texas State University, San Marcos - USA

Ms. Namrata Mukherjee
Program: Master of Business Administration
University: Suffolk University, USA

Mr. Devkiran Narayana
Program: MS Computer Science (Data Science)
University: New Jersey Institute of Technology, USA
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AHMEDABAD: Ground, 1st & 3rd Floor, Madhav 

Complex, Hotel President Lane, Off C.G. Road, 

Navrangpura, Ahmedabad - 380009

Tel.: 079-44118888 | info.ahmedabad@idp.com

AMRITSAR: S.C.O. 54, 1st Floor, VK Towers, DSC Ranjit 

Avenue, Block B, Amritsar - 143001

Tel.: 0183-5020240 | info.amritsar@idp.com

BANGALORE (EAST): 2nd Floor, Habitat Aster, 281, 

Hoodi Village, Opposite Metropolis, Whitefield, ITPL 

Main Road, Bangalore - 560048

Tel.: 080-68457888 | info.bangaloreeast@idp.com

BANGALORE (CENTRAL): No 8, Excellency Building, 1st 

Floor, Papanna Street, Off St. Mark's Road, Bangalore - 

560001

Tel.: 080-44118888 | info.bangalore@idp.com

BANGALORE (SOUTH): MEU Square: 174/1, 3rd Floor, 

Opp. to Coupon Mall, Dollar Layout, Phase 4, J. P. 

Nagar, Bannerghatta Road, Bengaluru, Karnataka - 

560076

Tel.: 080-46404888 | info.bangaloresouth@idp.com

BATHINDA: SCF 12-13, Above Domino's, 100 Feet Road, 

Near Bhagu Road, Bathinda, Punjab - 151001

Tel.: 0164-5211888 | info.bathinda@idp.com

BHOPAL: First Floor, E 5/6 Bittan Market, Above Yes 

Bank, Arera Colony, Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh - 462016

Tel.: 0755-6758888

BHUBANESWAR: 2nd Floor, Siddharth Arcade, Beside 

IDBI Bank, Bhoi Nagar, Bhubaneswar, Odisha 751001

Tel.: 0674–6818888

CHANDIGARH: SCO 162-163, 2nd Floor, Sector 9-C, 

Madhya Marg, Chandigarh - 160009 

Tel.: 0172-4411888 | info.chandigarh@idp.com

CHENNAI (NUNGAMBAKKAM): 1st Floor, KPR Tower, 

New No. 2, Subba Rao Avenue, 1st Street, College Road, 

Nungambakkam, Opposite Good Shepherd School, 

Chennai-600006

Tel.: 044-61738888 | info.chennai@idp.com

CHENNAI (ADYAR): Ground Floor, TVH Quadrant, New 

No 55, LB Road, Padmanabha Nagar, Adyar, Chennai -

600020

Tel.: 044-45178888 | info.chennai2@idp.com

COIMBATORE: 1st Floor, Mayflower Building, #72, Dr. 

Balasundaram Road, Near Hotel Hari Bhavan (RTO 

office) ATT Colony, Coimbatore - 641018

Tel.: 0422-4411888 | info.coimbatore@idp.com

DEHRADUN: 3rd Floor, Paramount Tower, 125/216, Rajpur 

Road, Dehradun, Uttarakhand 248001

Tel.: 0135-6178888

GUNTUR: 1st Floor, PMG Complex, Above ICICI Bank, 

Lakshmipuram Main Road, Guntur – 522002

Tel.: 0863-6611888

HYDERABAD (SOMAJIGUDA): 3rd Floor, North Wing, 

Challa Chambers, Kapadia Lane, Raj Bhavan Road, 

Somajiguda, Hyderabad - 500082

Tel.: 040-44118888 | info.hyderabad@idp.com

HYDERABAD (KUKATPALLY): 1st Floor, Above Reliance 

Digital, Vijay Sai Towers, Opp. BJP Office, Vivek Nagar, 

Kukatpally, Hyderabad, Telangana - 500072

Tel.: 040-44208888 | info.hyderabad2@idp.com

INDORE: Tulsi Tower, Unit No. 112/113, 1st Floor, Geeta 

Bhawan Square, Above Nexa Showroom Indore - 452018

Tel.: 0731-4411888 I info.indore@idp.com

JAIPUR: 3rd Floor, International Business Centre, K-14, 

Ashok Marg, Jaipur - 302001

Tel.: 0141-4411888 I info.jaipur@idp.com

JALANDHAR: SCO- 39, Ground Floor, Opp. to DC office, 

Near PUDA Complex, Jalandhar - 144001

Tel.: 0181-4411888 | info.jalandhar@idp.com

KOCHI: Ground Floor, Coastal Chambers, Opp. Mercy 

Estate Hotel, M G Road, Cochin - 682016

Tel.: 0484-4211888 | info.kochi@idp.com

KOLKATA: 1st Floor, Corporate House, Beside AC Market, 

3A Shakespeare Sarani, Kolkata - 700071

Tel.: 033-44118888 | info.kolkata@idp.com

LUCKNOW: 28/45 A, 2nd Floor, Ashok Marg, Prem 

Nagar, Hazratganj, Lucknow - 226001

Tel.: 0522-4411888, | info.lucknow@idp.com

LUDHIANA: SCO 41, 1st Floor, Feroze Gandhi Market, 

Bhai Wala Chowk, Ludhiana - 141001

Tel.: 0161-4211800 | info.ludhiana@idp.com

MANGALORE: 207, 2nd Floor, Inland Ornate, Opp. 

Ocean Pearl Hotel, Navabharath Circle, Mangalore - 

575003

Tel.: 0824-4411888 | info.mangalore@idp.com

MOGA: Darshan Singh Complex, 1st Floor, Moga 

Ferozepur Road, Moga -142001

Tel.: 01636-505888 | info.moga@idp.com

MOHALI: SCO 1, 2nd Floor, Phase 5, Sector 59, 

Sahibzada Ajit Singh Nagar, Mohali - 166005

Tel.: 0172-4011888 | info.mohali@idp.com

MUMBAI (ANDHERI WEST): Waterford Building, 4th 

Floor, C Wing, Unit No. 401/402, Above Navnit Motors 

(BMW Showroom), CD Barfiwala Road, Juhu Lane, 

Andheri West, Mumbai - 400058

Tel.: 022-66497000 | info.mumbai2@idp.com

MUMBAI (CHURCHGATE): Express Building, 3rd Floor, 

Opp. Churchgate Railway Station, Mumbai - 400020

Tel.: 022-44118888 | info.mumbai@idp.com

MUMBAI (THANE): Jeevan Jyoti Arcade Unit No. 

201/202, 2nd Floor, B Cabin Road, Thane-West, Mumbai 

- 400602

Tel.: 022-41144333 | info.thane@idp.com

MUMBAI (VASHI): Goodwill Excellency, 10th Floor, 

Sector 17 Above Tanishq Showroom Vashi, Navi Mumbai 

- 400705

Tel.: 022-68600600 | info.vashi@idp.com

MYSORE: Brigade Point – Ground Floor, Gokulam Main 

Road, Gokulam 2nd Stage, VV Mohalla, Mysore – 

570002

Tel.: 0821-4180888

NAGPUR: 1st Floor at Lotus Building, Plot No. 5, 

Gorepeth Layout, West High Court Road, Dharampeth, 

Nagpur - 440010

Tel.: 0712-6684222 I info.nagpur@idp.com

NEW DELHI (NEHRU PLACE): 5th Floor, Suits Nos. 510-

513 & 6th Floor, Suits Nos. 610-616, International Trade 

Tower, New Delhi -110019

Tel.: 011-44118888 | info.newdelhi@idp.com

NEW DELHI (RAJOURI GARDEN): C-10, 2nd Floor, 

Gurudwara Road, Rajouri Garden, New Delhi - 110027

Tel.: 011-48568888 | info.rajouri@idp.com

HEAD OFFICE (GURGAON): 7th Floor, Tower B, Global Gateway Towers, Sector 26, MG Road, (near Guru Dronacharya Metro Station) Gurgaon, Haryana - 122002. Tel.: 0124 - 4411888 | info.gurgaon@idp.com

Toll Free 

1800 102 2233

This publication is intended as a general study guide only. Information in this publication is current as 

of February 2022. Prospective students should contact their nearest IDP offices for further information.

NOIDA: 2nd Floor, Brahmdutt Towers, Plot No. 3, Block - 

K, Sector -18, Noida - 201301, Uttar Pradesh

Tel.: 0120-4077800 | info.noida@idp.com

PATIALA: SCF 29-30, Ground Floor, Leela Bhawan 

Market, Next to Madame Showroom, Patiala

Tel.: 0175-5131888 | info.patiala@idp.com

PUNE: Office No. 1, Ground Floor and Mezzanine Floor, 

Dnyanesh Complex 103, CTS No. 1179/3, Shivaji Nagar, 

Pune - 411015

Tel.: 020-44118888 | info.pune@idp.com

RAJKOT: Shop No.201, First Floor, Classic Gem, City 

Survey no. 2390, City Survey Ward No. 15/1, Opp. PP 

Fulwala, Dr. Yagnik Road and Dr. Hemu Dastur Marg, 

Rajkot 360001

Tel.: 0281-6615888

SURAT: Office No. 209 & 210, 2nd Floor, International 

Business Centre, Dumas Road, Piplod, Surat - 395007

Tel.: 0261-4411888 | info.surat@idp.com

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: 3rd Floor, Daniels Tower, 

Opp St. Mary’s School, Pattom, Thiruvananthapuram, 

Kerala - 695004

Tel.: 0471-4411888 | info.trivandrum@idp.com

VADODARA: Ocean, 2nd Floor 205-206, Central Mall, 

Dr, Sarabhai Rd, Vadodara, Gujarat - 390003

Tel.: 0265-6135200 | info.vadodara@idp.com

VIJAYAWADA: 2nd Floor, D. No. 40-1-62, Naga’s Hafeez 

Plaza, Above Taruni, Opp Grand Modern Super market, 

Between Benz Circle to NTR Circle, M.G.Road,  

Vijayawada - 520010

Tel.: 0866-2454888 | info.vijayawada@idp.com

VIZAG: Door No. 10-1-9/4, Vinayagar Heights, 1st Floor, 

Near Sampat Vinayagar Temple, Asilmetta, 

Visakhapatnam - 530003

Tel.: 0891-6611888 | info.visakhapatnam@idp.com

Our services are also available in the following cities: Agra, Allahabad, Anand, Calicut, Gandhinagar, Goa, Guwahati, Hubli, Jammu, 
Jodhpur, Kakinada, Kanpur, Kurukshetra, Meerut, Nashik, Patna, Raipur, Shimla, Thrissur, Tirupati, Trichy, Varanasi and Warangal.


